
 

 

KETTLE RIVER CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Tuesday June 10, 2025, 7:00 PM 
 
Pledge to Allegiance 
 

Call to Order 7:00pm Mayor Lucas called meeting to order 
 

Present: Mayor Dave Lucas, Councilor Miya Kohmetscher, Councilor Patricia Lund, 
Councilor Elizabeth Mascarenas, Councilor Marcia Sarvela 
 
Absent: None 
 

Staff: City Admin Kathy Lake, Deputry Clerk Carol Grutkoski, Maintenance Jon Lingle, 
Fire Chief Isaac Gran 
 
Guest Speaker:  Brad Scott (MNDOT), Jon Lingle 
 

Other Guests: Laura Simi, Logan Tomczak, Edgar Marsyla, Judy Marsyla 

 
Public Comment:  
1. Brad Scott MNDOT 

a. Informational discussion on 2029 improvements to Highway 73 in Kettle River 
b. Curb bump outs 

i. Slow traffic 
ii. Shorter distance to cross Highway 73 
iii. Level sidewalk 

c. Lighting options 
i. Option A: Intersection Focus lighting  

a. City cost $40K – not final 
b. No lighting at park or trail crossing 

ii. Option B: Continuous lighting  
a. City cost $65K – not final 
b. All of the lights in Option A plus seven additional lights 

d. Radar speed detecting sign – on hold to see how bump outs works 
e. Brad is working to finalize project scoping 
f. City preference is state installing curb bump outs and intersection lighting with one 

additional light near rest area 
 

2. Jon Lingle requested permission to keep chickens on his property 
a. Motion to allow Jon Lingle to keep chickens on his property was made by Councilor 

Mascarenas, seconded Councilor Kohmetscher. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, 
Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Mascarenas, Councilor Lund, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. 
Motion carries. 

 
Consent Agenda: ￼ 
1. Motion to accept June 17, 2024, Administrative Council Meeting minutes were made by 

Councilor Kohmetscher, seconded by Councilor Sarvela. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, 
Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Mascarenas, Councilor Lund, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. 
Motion carries. 



 

 

2. Motion to Accept Consent Agenda made by Councilor Mascarenas and seconded by 
Councilor Sarvela. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Mascarenas, 
Councilor Lund, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion carries to approve the following consent 
agenda items: 
a. Minutes of May 13, 2025, meeting 
b. Claims (7318-7324, 7408-7417 = $8,775.71) 
c. Cash control statement, receipts, disbursements 

 
Reports of City Departments and Committees:  
 
1. Administrative Department 

a. Regular daily, weekly, monthly 
b. Audit will be done on time 
c. Updates on congressional district 2026 
d. Getting quotes on backwash system 
e. Policy work is progressing 
f. Congressional direct spending for Kettle River was submitted by Senator Tina Smith and 

is supported by Senator Amy Klobuchar  
g. We have received two applications for the full-time maintenance position 
h. Star Gazette ad for EMS open house was not paid for by the City of Kettle River 
i. Contract for Genisys (GigFire) 

i. Need to find out what cities charge for ISPs to place antenna on water tower 
ii. Have city attorney draw up contract 

j. City of Kettle River Budget Workshop changed to Sept 4, 2025, from Sept 2, 2025 
k. Kathy is on vacation this week, June 23rd. Office will be closed June 26th. 

 
2. Utilities Department 

a. Parking lot surface removed and cleaned up 
b. Grass mowed except at lift station and along Highway 12 near Chambers. Nate 

Mascarenas has been mowing under water tower, Eric’s son mowed around ponds 
c. Fence and field damage was most likely caused by Lake Country Power 

i. Jon to take video and bring it to LCP 
ii. It needs to be fixed so the area can be mowed 

d. Trees at ballfield need to be trimmed so the area can be mowed 
e. Fixed ruts near compost 
f. Al at bar complained about high curb stops, they have been fixed 
g. Filled some potholes near church 
h. Need long lead time for requests for Ma & Pa Kettle Days 
i. Fixed Kettle River Bar and Grill water meter 
j. The curb stop at the church corner is bent over (has been damaged) and can’t be shut 

off. 
k. Restrooms are locked because of vandalism – cameras may help 
l. Need to work with Kathy to order parking lot road mat 

 
3. Fire and First Responder Department 

a. 5 Fire calls (2 mutual aid) and 6 EMS calls. Responded to fire at Moose Lake 
apartments. 

b. Propane fire training from Northstar Training  
i. 4 – 5 Blackhoof and 4 – 5 Cromwell firefighters attended training. Beneficial to know 

other personnel and equipment  



 

 

c. Haven’t been able to burn the burn pile due to dry conditions – will burn it in June if 
conditions improve and the fire department can get a permit 

d. Pool fillings need to be scheduled to give AUS at least a 24 hours’ notice so they can fill 
water tower 

4. Personnel Committee 
a. Reviewed complaints on EMS personnel 
b. Will review maintenance applicants 

5. Planning and Zoning 
a. Committee met on June 9 – topics discussed 

i. City street future,  
ii. playground equipment donation,  
iii. Ditch fixing - too wet to dig & culvert is too high to drain ditch (is county going to 

lower culvert?) 
b. Terry O’Leary is interested in building duplexes 

6. City Council 
a. Ma & Pa shed was discussed in the June 8th meeting 

i. Cost is an issue 
ii. Could be at ballfield or on property that Ma & Pa owns 

 
Correspondence: 
1. Update on FY26 Community Project Funding 

a. See above – Administrative Department report, point f. 
 

Old Business:   
1. SCI Quotes for City Hall, Rest Area, Water Treatment Plant 

a. GigFire $512.85 (just phone but Kettle River allows Frontier antenna on water tower in 
exchange for internet) 

b. SCI $131.80 per month + $100 installation for internet, one phone, one fax (City Hall) 
c. SCI $71.90 per month + $100 installation for internet (water plant) 
d. FleetZoom needs landline until it can be updated 
e. Need to find out how much we can charge GigFire for antenna 

 
New Business: 
1. Quotes for Water Flow Meter 

a. Current meter is 23 years old 

b. $1434 to refurbish current meter but may find more wrong which could lead to 

additional costs 

c. $6678 to replace meter 

d. Motion to replace water flow meter for water treatment for $6678 made by Councilor 

Sarvela and seconded by Councilor Mascarenas. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, 

Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Mascarenas, Councilor Lund, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. 

Motion carries. 

 

2. Quotes from Finken Aqua Systems for Backwash System 

a. Motion to table until more quotes come in made by Councilor Kohmetscher and 

seconded by Councilor Lund. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, 

Councilor Mascarenas, Councilor Lund, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion carries. 

 



 

 

3. Quote from Brandon Freudenrich for Backwash System 

a. Motion to table until more quotes come in made by Councilor Kohmetscher and 

seconded by Councilor Lund. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, 

Councilor Mascarenas, Councilor Lund, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion carries. 

 

4. Quotes from Milczark Trucking for gravel for parking lot 

a. Milczark option 1:  class 5 and packing $1700 for 60 yards 

b. Milczark option 2: recycled asphalt $2480 for 60 yards 

c. Goebel option: class 5, packing $1625 for 60 yards 

d. Motion to use Milczark option 1 made by Councilor Kohmetscher and seconded  by 

Councilor Lund. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor 

Mascarenas, Councilor Lund, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion carries. 

 

5. Ma & Pa parade entry applications are available 

 

6. FD Relief Association Steak Fry alcohol will require a special permit that has to be 

approved by council 

 

7. Mayor will purchase three new charcoal grills and be reimbursed by City, Fire Department 

Relief Association will purchase three new charcoal grills and be reimbursed by Relief 

Association funds 

 

Motion to adjourn was made by Councilor Mascarenas and seconded by Councilor 

Kohmetscher. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Mascarenas, 

Councilor Lund, Mayor Lucas. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:09 p.m. 

Next Kettle River Council meeting July 8, 2025, at 7pm 

 

Submitted by Carol Grutkoski, Deputy Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 


