


KETTLE RIVER CITY COUNCIL MEETING

Tuesday August 12, 2025 7:00 PM

Pledge to Allegiance

Call to Order 7:00pm Mayor Lucas called the meeting to order

Present: Mayor Dave Lucas, Councilor Patricia Lund, Councilor Elizabeth Mascarenas, Councilor Marcia Sarvela, Councilor Miya Kohmetscher

Absent: none

Staff: City Admin Kathy Lake, Deputy Clerk Carol Grutkoski, Maintenance Jeramy Hall, Fire Chief Isaac Gran, Logan Tomczak

Guest: Dan Reed, Wanda Berthiaume, Laura Simi

Guest Speaker Dan Reed:
1. Would like to put a shipping container on the Ma & Pa land. Will need a conditional use permit and zoning permit from the City of Kettle River and follow Carlton County rules.
2. Thank you for all of the help from the City.
3. Mud Bog about 700+ tickets sold (500 in 2024)

Public Comment:

Consent Agenda:	
A. Motion to accept Consent Agenda was made by Councilor Lund and seconded by Councilor Mascarenas. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Mascarenas, Councilor Lund, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion carries to approve the following consent agenda items:

1) Minutes of July 8, 2025, Regular City Council Meeting and July 22,2025 Cannabis Ordinance Workshop
2) Claims (7453-7469 = $13,347.74)
3) Cash control statement, receipts, disbursements

Reports of City Departments and Committees:	
1) Administrative Department
a. Media has been ordered
b. Lakehead Contractors sent contract, it has been forwarded to league attorney who recommended changes. Lakehead is amending contract.
c. The insurance company has paid the contractors/vendors for the work done to restore/repair the frozen water tower. 
d. Working with Julie Wolf, League Attorney on Doward case.
e. Late notices going out
f. One water shutoff
g. Week of September 2 Budget Workshop – Kathy not available. Change to September 8 at 6pm.
h. Payroll will be done on Sept 3 late afternoon
i. Would like permission to purchase a gas weed trimmer – Mayor Lucas will donate an older one
2) Utilities Department
a. Tractor needs an oil change – no record of previous maintenance
b. Mowing is going well
c. New water meter installed on July 1,2025 in water plant
d. Remote view of the Scada went down on July 7, 2025. It came back up on July 28
e. AUS has a Fleet Zoom (FZ-100) available for the City to use. The cost is $1160, an external antenna and cable may be needed to increase the cellular signal and would be an additional cost of $175.
f. Pump 1 at the lift station quit working on June 29th. WW Goetsch pulled the pump and found rags and debris found.
g. Generator at water plant is not starting during power outages. Switch is good, may need new battery, it is still down.
3) Fire and First Responder Department
a. Three medical calls, one mutual aid call, one fire call
b. Fire Department would like permission to purchase a newer brush truck from Excess Equipment for $10,800. The truck was previously owned and used by the Minnesota DNR. Fire Department has $5000 from Essentia grant and an additional $3000 (approximate) from the sale of the current brush truck. Fire Commission board members should be informed, via email, of these plans.
c. First Responder vehicle needs about $1,000 in repairs
d. Brush pile is getting large, hope to burn soon
e. Fire Relief 
i. Steak fry went great, only 21 steaks, out of 325, were left on Friday but sold on Saturday to residents
ii. Three new candidates were recruited: one EMS, two fire fighters
iii. Training in October in Moose Lake (this needs to be a priority stressed in interviews)
iv. Four fully certified fire fighters (Logan, Jordan, Jon, Issac), three fire fighters need to complete Fire Fighter 1 certification. All fire fighters should be certified even if they choose not to go into burning buildings.
f. Thank you to Moose Lake and Cromwell departments for help with Ma & Pa Kettle Days and Mud Bog.
4) Personnel Committee
a. Nothing
5) Planning and Zoning
a. August 11th meeting was cancelled; next meeting is October 13, 2025.
6) City Council
a. Nothing

Correspondence:
1. Minnesota Department of Health (connection fee increase) 
a. $13 quarterly per water connection (house) to $15
2. Mayor’s Statement on Fair Housing:
a. “Tonight, I want to reaffirm that our city is proud to be a Fair Housing Community. Every resident—regardless of race, color, religion, national origin, disability, or family status, has the right to safe and welcoming housing. We fully support the Federal Fair Housing Act and state fair housing laws, and we are committed to ensuring our policies and housing practices protect equal opportunities for all. Together, we will continue working to make our city an inclusive and welcoming place for everyone.”
3. Thank You notes from Heidi and John Peura
4. Carlton County Historical Society requesting $100 donation
a. No motion made, failed.

Old Business:  
1. Cannabis Workshop discussion
a. Loitering restriction can be added to ordinance
b. Restrict hours and days of operation to 8am – 8pm Monday-Saturday, no hours on Sunday 
c. 500 feet from parks, schools, daycares
d. Advertising only in front of the building

New Business:
1. Insurance Waiver – same as 2024
a. Motion to accept Insurance Waiver unchanged from 2024 was made by Councilor Kohmetscher and seconded by Councilor Mascarenas. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Mascarenas, Councilor Lund, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion carries.
2. Renew Conditional Use Permit for camper on Elizabeth Mascarena property
a. Josie Mascarenas will use the camper for 18 -months, then the camper will be removed
b. Motion to approve a two-year conditional use permit for camper to remain on Mascarenas property was made by Councilor Kohmetscher and seconded by Councilor Sarvela. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Mayor Lucas. Reclused: Councilor Mascarenas. Nays: none. Motion carries.
3. Review Kurita Purchase Order for media filter
4. Reviewed contract for Lakehead Contractors. It has been reviewed by a League attorney who made corrections and Lakehead Contractors accepted. 
a. Motion to accept Lakehead Contractors contract was made by Councilor Mascarenas and seconded by Councilor Lund. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Councilor Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion carries.
5. Draft of Gig Fire Contract
a. Gig Fire has nine antennas on the Kettle River water tower, but largest is coming down
b. Sturgeon Lake and Willow River both charge $150 per month, Barnum hosts more equipment and charges more. 
c. Motion to amend the Gig Fire contract to increase the monthly fee to $400 and with the contract terminating in 2029 was made by Councilor Mascarenas and seconded by Councilor Kohmetscher. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Councilor Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion carries.
6. Terry Sandberg from auto towing – Kenneth Kasden wants his camper back
a. Council denies permission
7. Travis Leino (trapping animals) - skunks
a. Cannot receive a fee unless he is licensed and must show proof of licensure
b. Paperwork would need to be completed
c. All pets must be kept for 30- days and posted at City Hall and provide proof of euthanization
8. Install solar power panels near the water tower to create power to supplement power for water tower and to generate funds by selling electricity to power company 
a. Arrowhead Region Development Agency contacts Beth Ann Teskey, Division Director, 218-529-7512, bateskey@ardc.org; Josh Bergstad, Principal Planner, 218-529-7516, jberstad@ardc.org. 
b. Fire Department approval to buy a different brush rig. Motion to buy 2011 F350 Diesel from Excess Equipment for $10,800 to be used by the Kettle River Fire Department as a brush rig was made by Councilor Lund and seconded by Councilor Mascarenas. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Councilor Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion carries.
c. Motion to sell current brush rig through Classic 61 Sales made by Councilor Kohmetscher and seconded by Councilor Mascarenas. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Councilor Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion carries.
9. Fleet Zoom (FZ-100) recommended by Eric to put one in water treatment plant. No one would have to read meter in water plant. City does not have the budget to purchase this equipment. Table until grant funding is obtained (Jan 1, 2025).
10. Motion to accept SCI Broadband bid (one-time fee of $100 install per City Hall, Water Plant & Rest Area, monthly fee of City Hall $140, $75 for Water Plant & Rest Area) was made by Councilor Kohmetscher and seconded by Councilor Mascarenas. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Councilor Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion carries.

Adjourn: motion to adjourn was made by Councilor Mascarenas. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Councilor Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Meeting adjourned at 8:55pm.
Next Kettle River City Council is meeting is September 9, 2025, at 7:00 PM.
Kettle River City Council Budget Workshop is September 8, 2025, at 6:00 PM.



