
 

 

KETTLE RIVER CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Wednesday October 15, 2025 7:00 PM 
 
Pledge to Allegiance 
 
Call to Order 7pm 
 
Present: Mayor Dave Lucas, Councilor Miya Kohmetscher, Councilor Marcia Sarvela, Councilor 
Patricia Lund 
 
Absent: Councilor Elizabeth Mascarenas 
 
Staff: City Administrator Kathy Lake, Deputy Clerk Carol Grutkoski, Maintenance Jeramy Hall, 
Jeremiah Countryman (representing Fire Chief Issac Gran) 
 
Guests: Wanda and Gordon Berthiaume, Laura Simi, Mary Sanders, Mrs. Kogler, Dan Reed, 
Ryan Pervenanze 
 
Guest Speakers: 
1. Wanda Berthiaume – 

a. Kids have been working to clean up the park and keep it safe 
b. Wanda has provided basketballs, hockey sticks and tennis balls, the kids would like a 

soccer ball 
c. Would like to rename the park Kettle River Kid’s Park and hang a sign – will need a 

motion and approval at the November Council meeting 
d. Requests from Wanda and the kids: 

i. would like to have more advertising for the park  
ii. park improvements 

iii. a fence around the basketball court to prevent balls from rolling off 
iv. fence or other barrier between park pavilion and Highway 73 to prevent children 

from running into Highway 73 
e. City’s response to requests: 

i. The City can’t provide advertising but encourage the kids to make posters and talk 
about the park 

ii. new playground equipment is $100,000. Jeramy, City Maintenance, will fix up the 
equipment but will need help from residents or other volunteers.  

iii. All fencing requests should be brought back in the spring. 
f. Wanda has volunteers to help with playground 

 
2. Ryan Pervenanze - Economic Development Carlton County 

a. May be able to help find funding for City projects 
b. Will provide a grant to Kettle River to fix up the ditch 



 

 

c. Co-op status: tile and asbestos needs to be removed and the building stabilized before 
winter 

 
Consent Agenda: Motion to accept the following was made by Councilor Kohmetscher and 
seconded by Councilor Sarvela. Ayes: Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Councilor 
Kohmetscher, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion carries.  

1) Minutes of September 9, 2025, Regular City Council Meeting  
2) Claims (7493-7517 = $27,033.40). 
3) Cash control statement, receipts, disbursements 
 

Reports of City Departments and Committees:  
1. Administrative Department 

a. Regular daily, weekly, monthly 
b. Backwash on tank 3 is good, ready to start on tank 2 
c. Letters going out for late payments, shutoffs and illegal parking 
d. No response from Gig fire on contract ($100 / month). Mayor proposed to give them 

until Dec 31 to return signed contract. If there is no contract, then possibly fine them. 
Talk to attorney about how this can be done. Kathy to follow up. 

e. For November meeting, the council would like to know how much money can transfer 
to Fire Department savings account 

f. For November meeting, how much money can the City transfer to a 3-month CD 
g. Jeramy has changed the locks on the restrooms, so they all use the same key 

2. Utilities Department 
a. Pneumatic system is outdated and worn out beyond fixing 
b. Air dryer is not operating at optimal level; it is leaking air. Jeramy is going to look at it. 
c. Should consider an all-electric system sometime in the future. 
d. Eric dropped off weed killer to spray around ponds  
e. One of the jugs of permanganate broke, Jeramy transferred to another container 
f. Generator is cracked, too old to fix, cannot get parts 

3. Fire and First Responder Department 
a. 1 structure fire, 1 mutual aid, 2 medical calls 
b. Three training sessions 
c. Community Service 
d. New brush rig is fully in service 

4. Personnel Committee 
a. Deputy Clerk review is not needed until May 2026 
b. Unsure when City Admin’s step 5 should take effect 

5. Planning and Zoning 
a. Oct 10, 2025, meeting – nothing to report 

6. City Council 
a. Reminder that there is a Public Hearing on  December 9, 2025, at 6:00pm for water and 

sewer 2026 rates 
 
Correspondence: 



 

 

1. Nordstrom Sanitation fee increase 
a. $1.25 for 1 yard dumpster per pickup (~$5.00 per month) 

2. Bollig Development of Environmental Report 
a. No impacts to environment 
 

Old Business:   
 
New Business: 
1. Conditional Use Permit for Ma & Pa 40 ft container. Ma & Pa will move all items out  

a. Motion to allow Ma & Pa Kettle to place a container for five years on property 19-010-
1260 and is renewable was made by Councilor Kohmetscher and seconded by Councilor 
Sarvela. Ayes: Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Councilor Kohmetscher, Mayor Lucas. 
Nays: none. Motion carries.  

2. CarlsonSV Engagement Letter for 2026 $9700 (increase of $700).  
a. Motion to approve CarlsonSV as auditing firm to prepare City audit for $9700 made by 

Councilor Sarvela and seconded by Councilor Kohmetscher. Ayes: Councilor Sarvela, 
Councilor Lund, Councilor Kohmetscher, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion carries. 

3. Cannabis Ordinance – city attorney has provided modifications 
a. Page 3, first comment – should city limit registrations be based on number of 

registrations in the County? City does not want to do this. 
b. Page 4, tribal cannabis businesses do not need to register, but should it count towards 

the City’s cap? Yes. 
4. Resolution 2025-05 Accepting Donation for Fire Department - $100 from Talon Nickel 

a. Motion made to accept 2025-05 made by Councilor Sarvela and seconded by Councilor 
Lund. Ayes: Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Councilor Kohmetscher, Mayor Lucas. 
Nays: none. Motion carries. 

5. Quotes from Jason Rengo for electrical hook ups for cameras, install outside outlets 
a. $3086 – would this be lower if the outlets on the light poles could be used 
b. Need to get another quote 
c. Work to be done in the spring 

 

Adjourn: motion to adjourn made by Councilor Lund. Meeting adjourned by Mayor Lucas at 

8:26. 

Next City Council Meeting Wednesday November 12, 2025 at 7:00 PM 


