
 

 

KETTLE RIVER CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Wednesday November 12, 2025 7:00 PM 
 
Pledge to Allegiance 
 
Call to Order  7:00pm 
 
Present: Mayor Dave Lucas, Councilor Miya Kohmetscher, Councilor Marcia Sarvela, Councilor 
Patricia Lund, Councilor Elizabeth Mascarenas 
 
Staff: City Administrator Kathy Lake, Deputy Clerk Carol Grutkoski, Maintenance Jeramy Hall, 
Fire Chief Issac Gran 
 
Absent:  
 
Guest: Dale Miller 

1. Two miles north of Kettle River, in Kalevala Township, shredded tires are being dumped 
without a permit. 

2. Carlton County is having a public hearing for a variance permit, but County Ordinance 17 
amendment 4 states that “no after the fact permits shall be issued”. 

3. Mr. Miller is requesting the City of Kettle Rive to send a letter to Carlton County asking 
them to not approve the variance and to have the property owner remove the shredded 
tires. 

4. Mayor Lucas  – each councilor can send a letter to the county. 
 

Public Comment: 
 
Consent Agenda:  
 
Motion to accept the following was made by Councilor Mascarenas, seconded by Councilor 
Kohmetscher. Ayes: Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor 
Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion carries. 

1) Minutes of October 15, 2025 Regular City Council Meeting. 
2) Claims (7425-7432 and 7518, 7519, 7526, 7530-7548 = $51,482.76). 
3) Cash control statement, receipts, disbursements 
 

 
 

Reports of City Departments and Committees:  
1. Administrative Department 

a. Regular daily, weekly, monthly 
b. Modifications have been made to Cannabis Ordinance 112 



 

 

c. The City has received lead service reports from Bollig 
d. Compiled the water and sewer easements in the City for Department of 

Transportation 
e. Received $104,000 for the backwash from the insurance company 
f. AUS has installed heated hose 
g. Bremer Bank sold our account to Old National Bank, there shouldn’t be any 

changes 
h. SCI was sold to MidCo and our monthly bill went up $5.00 
i. gWorks continues to bill us for a product they have not delivered, waiting for 

a call from the company 
j. GigFire contract has not been returned. Waiting to hear from GigFire. 
k. 43 bags of media that wasn’t used, company doesn’t want it back. Insurance 

company to work with company to recoup cost. 
l. Have not received any more bids to install cameras, waiting until spring 
m. Funds to CD – we have ~ $15,000 to move from general account to CD. May 

be able to do more if only using three month CD. Mayor suggest $30,000 and 
would like this done in January. Fire department can move money to savings 
account and possibly some of the money from savings into a CD. 

2. Utilities Department 
a. Valves leaking when in manual mode 
b. Curb stop replaced 
c. Hydrants will be flushed 11/13/25 
d. Mixer/circulation 
e. Area around ponds have been sprayed 
f. Holiday lights – need to coordinate with Lake Country Power to hang the 

lights 
g. Flags can be taken off the poles 
h. Compost pile has been turned over 
i. Ball diamond needs some work in the spring 

3. Fire and First Responder Department 
a. Fire calls  1, Mutual aid 1, EMR calls 2 
b. New applicants  
c. New brush truck is in service, will be selling the old truck, need to find title 
d. Brush pile needs to be burned but too dry right now, waiting for snow 
e. Chimney fire training on 11/11/25 
f. Plan for volunteers who have not completed Firefighter 1 training – everyone 

is up to date – Dustin Kogler has completed training but wasn’t able to get his 
certificate due to Covid 

g. EMR – hard to get everyone together for meetings & training 
4. Personnel Committee 

a. Should job performance influence an employee’s raise? Should we create a 
standard for receiving a raise?  

b. Evaluation forms and job descriptions need to be updated 
c. Move review dates to December & June for everyone after probation 



 

 

d. Probation is after six months 
e. Need to split Utilities Management into Util Mgmt w/water license and Util 

Mgmt w/sewer license 
f. Motion to table discussion until December made by Councilor Kohmetscher, 

seconded by Councilor Sarvela. Ayes: Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, 
Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. 
Motion carries. 

5. Planning and Zoning 
a. No report 

6. City Council 
a. Tree lighting is November 29 at Veterans building at 6:00 pm, Christmas 

Festival activities will be in Senior Center from 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm 
 
Correspondence: 

1. Lead Service Inventory Report has been received 
2. Legal Notice of Public Hearing with Board of Commissioners on variance consideration  

o November 24 at 4:00 pm in Carlton County Transportation Building 
3. MNDOT Commercial Operations License and Registration for Drones information was 

shared by Mayor Lucas. 
4. Need two people for the Board of Equalization and Appeal. Councilor Mascarenas and 

Councilor Sarvela will be certified. 
Old Business:   

1. Travis Leino request to keep chickens on his property – motion to allow Travis Leino to 
keep chickens on his property made by Councilor Kohmetscher, seconded by Councilor 
Lund. Ayes: Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor 
Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion carries. 

2. Sign for Park Area – motion to allow the children’s sign to be placed in Kettle River rest 
area made by Councilor Kohmetscher, seconded by Councilor Sarvela. Ayes: Councilor 
Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. 
Nays: none. Motion carries. 

New Business: 
1. Motion to approve Jeremiah Countryman request for Leave of Absence made by 

Councilor Mascarenas, seconded by Councilor Lund. Ayes: Councilor Sarvela, Councilor 

Lund, Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion 

carries. 

2. Motion to table discussion on Ordinance 112 Registration of Cannabis until someone 

requests a license to sell cannabis made by Councilor Mascarenas, seconded by 

Councilor Kohmetscher. Ayes: Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Councilor 

Kohmetscher, Councilor Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion carries. 

3. Fire Department Applicants  

a. Motion to accept recommendation for Al Cordell to join fire department made by 

Councilor Kohmetscher, seconded by Councilor Mascarenas. Ayes: Councilor Sarvela, 



 

 

Councilor Lund, Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: 

none. Motion carries. 

b. Motion to accept recommendation for Abigail Blazevic to join fire department and 

EMR department was made by Councilor Mascarenas, seconded by Councilor 

Kohmetscher. Ayes: Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Councilor Kohmetscher, 

Councilor Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion carries. 

4. Motion to send a letter from the City of Kettle River to the Carlton County 

Commissioners asking them not to approve the solid waste variance on property near 

Kettle River and to have the property owner remove shredded tires was made by 

Councilor Lund, seconded by Councilor Sarvela. Ayes: Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, 

Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion 

carries. 

5. Motion to approve amended Sept 10, 2024 meeting minutes made by Councilor 

Mascarenas, seconded by Councilor Kohmetscher. Ayes: Councilor Sarvela, Councilor 

Lund, Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion 

carries. 

Adjourn: Motion to adjourn meeting was made by Councilor Mascarenas. Meeting adjourned at 

8:55pm. 

Next City Council Meeting December 9, 2025 at 7:00 PM  

Public Hearing December 9, 2025 @ 6:00 PM on Water and Sewer Rates 


