KETTLE RIVER CITY COUNCIL MEETING

Tuesday December 9, 2025 7:00 PM

Pledge to Allegiance

Call to Order Mayor Lucas called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm

Present: Mayor Dave Lucas, Councilor Miya Kohmetscher, Councilor Marcia Sarvela, Councilor
Patricia Lund, Councilor Elizabeth Mascarenas

Absent: none
Staff: City Administrator Kathy Lake, Deputy Clerk Carol Grutkoski, Maintenance Jon Lingle
Staff absent: Isaac Gran, Jeramy Hall

Guests:
None

Public Comment:
None

Consent Agenda:
Motion to accept the following was made by Councilor Sarvela, seconded by Councilor Lund.
Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Councilor Mascarenas, Mayor
Lucas. Nays: none. Motion carries.

1) Minutes of November 12, Regular City Council Meeting

a. Amend section Correspondence point 3 to “information was shared with KR
council”
2) Claims (7549-7570 = $114,846.32).
3) Cash control statement, receipts, disbursements

Reports of City Departments and Committees:
1. Administrative Department
A. Daily, weekly, monthly
Bollig wants KLM to give a quote on inspecting the water tower
Paperwork for grants was sent to Mayor. Should work with Bollig to find money
Mayor attended Soil and Water lunch, they may have some money to help the City of
Kettle River.
E. The new Paid Medical Leave starts January 1, 2026. The City needs to write a policy on
coverage.
F. Kathy has sent 2025 information to the auditors and is working with them
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GWorks continues to bill the City for software we have not received. Kathy is working on
correcting the billing and getting money back that the City has paid to GWorks for the
new software. The software will not be available until 2027.

Kathy will remind Isaac to take the old brush truck to auction

There is a Public Finance Seminar on February 5 and 6, 2026 that would be good for

Kathy to attend. The seminar is $350 and the hotel is $209 per night.

a. Motion for Kathy to attend the Public Finance Seminar, $350 for the seminar and
$209 per night for the hotel, was made by Councilor Kohmetscher, seconded by
Councilor Mascarenas. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor
Lund, Councilor Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion carries.

b. The amount for the Final Special Assessments for water and sewer to property taxes
was lower than what was estimated in August

Utilities Department

A.
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Jon Lingle has returned from his leave of absence, but would like the city to find a
replacement for his position. Motion to post the part time maintenance position was
made by Councilor Kohmetscher, seconded by Councilor Mascarenas. Ayes: Councilor
Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Councilor Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas.
Nays: none. Motion carries.

Hydrants have been flushed

Carol Ross from AUS took TTMH samples

Fleet zoom has not been installed in the water plant

The last discharge was in October

F|re and First Responder Department

a. Fire calls: 2, mutual aid calls: 3, medical calls: 3
b. Fire truck inspections will be done on December 10 and 11, 2025
c. Ask Isaac to burn brush pile

Personnel Committee

A.

B.

Step Structure — motion to accept Step Structure with addition of Maintenance Manager
w/ water license position was made by Councilor Kohmetscher, seconded by Councilor
Sarvela. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Councilor
Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion carries.

Employee reviews will be in June & December each year

Planning and Zoning

a.

b.

Todd Lawrence:

a. Requested the City to review our Comprehensive Land Use Plan

b. Requested the City to re-consider building a city campgrounds

Wanda Berthiaume:

a. Would like the City of Kettle River to build a new community center which would

house City Hall, the Fire Department, the Veterans’ Building and the Senior Center.
b. Requested support for her to attend the Carlton County Economic Development

meetings and to have a City of Kettle River council member also attend. wants

someone to attend county econ dev meetings to learn about available funding.

City Council



Light near Liz needs to be fixed. It's been called in.

. Tree lighting was very well attended
Kelly Butcher out of Cromwell was owner of company that provided fence material, KR
Bar & Grill funded the labor costs

d. Did Mud Bog pay for water that they used. Next year they should pay.
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Correspondence:

1.

Moose Lake Post Prom

A. Moose Lake Post Prom committee is asking for a donation from the City of Kettle River

B. Discussion: either parents should pay or students should do fund raising but the City can
make a small donation

C. Motion to donate $25 to the Moose Lake Post Prom was made by Councilor
Mascarenas, seconded by Councilor Kohmetscher. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher,
Councilor Lund, Councilor Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: Councilor Sarvela. Motion
carries.

Breakdown of reimbursement from LMC

Water Tank Service Notice from Maguire

A. Service is due in 2026

CD Rate Sheet from FNB (Resolution 2025-09)

Minnesota Paid Leave starts January 1, 2026

A. City to pay 0.46% for employees not getting paid leave already and employee pays
0.44%

The City received a letter from Carlton County Zoning regarding the property where

shredded tires were being dumped. Carlton County voted not to allow for a variance.

Old Business:

1.

A motion to table the Water and Sewer Rate Increase decision until January 2026 was made

by Councilor Sarvela, seconded by Councilor Lund. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor

Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Councilor Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion carries.

Gig-Fire Contract

A. Gig-Fire ill pay $100/month to have their equipment on the City’s water tower. Motion
to accept the Gig-Fire contract was made by Councilor Kohmetscher, seconded by
Councilor Sarvela. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund,
Councilor Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion carries.

New Business:

1.

Resolution 2025-07 Approval of Final Special Assessments to Taxes — motion to accept
Resolution 2025-07 was made by Councilor Kohmetscher, seconded by Councilor Lund.
Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Councilor Mascarenas,
Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion carries.

Resolution 2025-08 Approval of Final 2026 Levy — motion to accept Resolution 2025-08 was
made by Councilor Mascarenas, seconded by Councilor Lund. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher,
Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Councilor Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion



carries.

3. Resolution 2025-09 Authorizing the Transfer of Funds from General Account to CD

A. A 3-month CD has an interest rate of 2%, withdrawing funds early costs one month of
interest.

B. First National Bank has a special 7-month CD with a 3.75% interest rate. It will roll over
to a 6-month CD if it’s not closed. If funds are withdrawn early, there is a cost of three
months of interest

C. The City of Kettle River has $30K to put in CD

D. Motion to accept Resolution 2025-09 Authorizing the Transfer of Funds from General
Account to a CD, to move S30K to a 7-month CD at First National Bank was made
Councilor Lund, seconded by Councilor Kohmetscher. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher,
Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Councilor Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none.
Motion carries.

4. KR Bar & Grill Liquor License Renewal (Contingent on Law Enforcement Approval)

A. Motion to approve the KR Bar & Grill Liquor License Renewal, contingent on Law
Enforcement Approval, was made by Councilor Kohmetscher, seconded Councilor
Sarvela. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Councilor
Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion carries.

5. A water tower inspection (per Bollig) is needed for grants

A. KLM has given a quote of $3950. The City can be reimbursed when funding is released.

B. Motion to accept KLM quote of $3950 for the water tower inspection was made by
Councilor Mascarenas, seconded by Councilor Lund. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher,
Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Councilor Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none.
Motion carries.

Adjourn: motion to adjourn meeting was made by Councilor Mascarenas.
Meeting adjourned at 8:27pm

Next meeting is January 6, 2026 @ 7:00 PM



