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KETTLE RIVER CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Tuesday June 9, 2026 7:00 PM 
 
Pledge to Allegiance 
 
Call to Order Mayor Lucas called the meeting to order at 7:00pm 
 
Present: Mayor Dave Lucas, Councilor Miya Kohmetscher, Councilor Marcia Sarvela, Councilor 
Patricia Lund 
Absent: Councilor Mascarenas 
 
Staff Present: City Administrator Kathy Lake, Chief Issac Gran, EMS Captain Jordan Azzam,  
 
Staff Absent: None 
 
Guest: Kris Miller, Heidi Peura, Brian Nummela, Harvey Pietila,  
 
Guest Speaker: Cory Eken, Jason Dwyer, Eric Senarighi 
 
Public Hearing: 
 
Public Comment: 
Cory Eken 

1. Stated some background on his business owning. 
2. The business at Kr Bar & Grill is good, however the partnership is not going so well 
3. Al has not been able to be at the bar due to an OPF that was filed against him by Amber. 
4. The bar is attached to Cocktail Drafts and Eats insurance, federal and state tax 

identifications, work compensation insurance and liquor license. 
5. Currently there are things happening at the bar that Cory could be held liable for and 

currently seeking legal representation on the issues. 
6. Asking the council to consider suspending the liquor license until things can be resolved.  
7. There are currently people working there that have been fired and brought back and 

paid cash. 
8. His attorney recommended he come to the council and to request short suspension of 

the liquor license. 
a. Council question how that affects the partnership technically the business is in 

Cocktail Drafts and Eats. Al and Amber are on the promissory note for the 
building. Al and Amber are employees of Cocktail Drafts and Eats.  

b. This would be very short term. This was the best solution according to the attorney.  

c. There is no proof of drug sales. This is not the reason for asking for 
suspension. 
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d. This would be very short term. This was the best solution according to the attorney.  

9. Mayor Lucas stated that the City of Kettle River does not deal with personal issues 
that are taking place at the Cocktail, Drafts & Eats, DBA KR Bar. 

Jason Dwyer 

1. Discuss the 3.19 acres east of the ball diamond. 
2. Would like to purchase the property if the council would discuss it. 
3. It would need to be rezoned for recreational. 
4. For pitching tents and having a place to stay. 
5. Would like to see some money going into the city’s hands. 
6. Would rather see the city get tax revenue rather than Carlton County. 

Eric S 

1. Here to drop off some Ma & Pa Kettle Days flyers. 
2. Asking if the council has any questions or concerns about the event. 
3. State gave the permit for parade but concerned about the old store co-op building. 
4. Russell is waiting for downpayment to start the demolition 
5. Mud Bog will be like last year. 
6. Since the purchase of the old feed mill by Ma & Pa Kettle the trucks will be moved to 

that area and closer to the public so they can see what is going on. 
7. Last year, hooked up for water by the water tower at a small, short hydrant 
8. Trying to find their own used fire hose. The Fire Department has some old fire hose. 
9. Discussion on how to get water for washing trucks. They will discuss it more with 

Fire Department. 
10. There have been questions about who is paying for the water used. Eric stated 

nobody is making any money off the event. It is a community event. 
11. May have to borrow the bleachers from the ball field and the Barnum school. 
12. Cory is planning on putting up the big tent again for Ma & Pa Kettle Days. 

Consent Agenda:  
 
Motion to accept the Consent Agenda was made by Councilor Sarvela, seconded by Councilor 
Kohmetscher. 
 
Changes: 

a. On page 3 under Banyon yearly cost Marcia listed as making motion and seconded 
motion need to relisten and change. 

 
 Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Mayor Lucas.  
Nays: none.  
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Motion carries. 
 

1) Minutes of May 12 2026, Regular City Council Meeting and the Special Meeting on 
May 19, 2026 
2) Claims (7681-7725=$13,510.22). 
3) Cash control statement, receipts, disbursements 
 

Reports of City Departments and Committees:  
 
1. Administrative Department 

a. Regular daily, weekly, monthly. 
b. Banyon has started the conversion of the Utility and Fund Accounting platforms. Hoping 

to be live July 1, 2026. 
c. Went to Election Judge training and brought back the packets for filing. 
d. Sent out 8 disconnect letters. As of right now there are six that has not communicated 

back to me. And be shut off on Thursday. 
e. Someone turned the city into the state for high chlorine content. Eric and Carol came 

down and tested the water which was within normal limits and flushed a couple of 
hydrants. 

f. Ordered the Air Dryer for the Water Treatment Plant and some testing supplies Eric had 
requested. 

g. The state came today and did their 18-month inspection. Everything looked good down 
at the water treatment plant. Stated the old permanganate chemicals need to be 
removed from the water plant. Eric is getting a quote. There are two trees by the water 
tower that need to come down to prevent anymore damage to the water tower base 
and to prevent the trees falling and taking out the tower. 

2. Utilities Department 
a. Standard month of operation. 
b. Recommend the 100 Fleet Zoom for the Water Treatment Plant be installed until the 

funding for the big Fleet Zoom. The smaller one can replace the dialer pager and record 
daily flow, backwash cycles and other processes can be monitored as well. 

c. State inspection today. 
d. Checking on current quote for removal of the old chemicals. Previous quote was a 

$1,000.00. 
e. On June 1, 2026 at 1 AM the lift station #1 paged for general alarm. Pump #1 was 

overloaded and tripped. Pump was reset and resumed normal operation. 
f. Talked about the anonymous complaints of chlorine burns, headaches and nausea that 

were called into the Department of Health, MPCA and Carlton County Sheriff’s 
Department on June 2, 2026. 

g. They performed additional chlorine distribution testing and everything was within 
normal range. 

h. Fire Hydrants will be flushed next week, and Jordan will be there to help. 
i. Eric will be down next week to mow the ponds and possibly start spraying for weeds. 

3. Fire and First Responder Department 
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a. Month of May 1 medical call, 2 grass fire calls and 1 mutual aid call. 
b. EMS Suburban is here. 
c. Carlton County is researching the services in the county. Started out with just a chief 

meeting and now is expanding to include Fire District manager, Administrator or city 
clerk, elected official or board member, Mayor, fire chief and one fire department 
member to start attending these meetings. The next meeting is Monday at 6:30 pm at 
the Carlton County Transportation Building. Mayor Lucas will attend the meeting. 

d. First meeting was just fire chiefs, second meeting was to discuss what the vision 
statement would look like, and this next meeting will be about what to do about things 
like recruitment and retention (which is the biggest issue). 

e. This is statewide. 
f. Isaac will send the previous meeting minutes to the mayor. 
g. Todd from queen Fire Equipment called Jordan. Our SCBA’s are from 2002, when they 

came and checked our SCBA’s more than half of them failed. They are so old they don’t 
have parts for them any longer. Todd told him to go through with submitting grant for 
new SCBA’s, it would be 5 cents off every dollar. 10 SCBA’s without a grant would be 
about $130,000.00 if went with the grant it would be $5,000-$10,000 out of the fire 
department budget. Kathy will check with Bollig to see if they write these kinds of 
grants, Jordan will check on finding a grant writer also. 

h. Suburban is paid for. Because it is a U.S. government vehicle there is no title (it will be 
coming). 

i. The new rig has all updated supplies. 
j. It is in service, but it is a blacked-out Suburban and there is no decals on it. Talked to 

Image Design in Moose Lake and came up with a design. It will have a fire Maltese cross 
that will say Kettle River and Fire Department on each door and back hatch will say EMS 
481 in white reflective lettering. The cost is $375.00. Jordan will order them and set up 
time to get the installed. 

k. Put SCBA grant on agenda. 
l. Need to get with personnel committee to go over policies and procedures and protocols 

of Fire and EMS. 
4. Personnel Committee 

a. The Personnel committee conducted meeting with Fire Chief and EMS Captain about 
policies, procedures, protocols, and communication. 

b. For maintenance we previously had three applicants, two we have not heard back from, 
and one was interviewed. We have two interviews to complete. 

 
5. Planning and Zoning 

a. There was no meeting this month. 
b. There was an informational meeting with the county to discuss the old co-op store. 

6. City Council 
a. Regarding Ms. Doward vs City of Kettle River, all cases have been dismissed with 

prejudice. 
b. Ms. Doward does have the option to appeal. 
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c. Kathy has not heard back from the Cloquet Police Investigator on the Data Practice 
violation that was reported by Mark Krampf. 

 
Correspondence: 
1. MNDOT 

a. We inquired about the flashing speed limit signs. MNDOT says they work, but then says 
they become part of the scenery. 

b. The flashing lights that are initiated by the Fire Department are strongly discouraged by 
state engineers. 

c. Fire Department would like to investigate options for signs or lights to warn people that 
fire trucks are pulling out of station. 

d. Opti-coms would be super easy to turn lights on when leaving station, however we 
don’t have them on our trucks. 

e. City would like hardwired vs solar lights. 
f. Kathy can check into seeing how the lights are activated. 
g. Some of the hydrants will need to be moved. And if new hydrants are needed that cost 

will be the city’s responsibility. 
h. Some of the water will need to be moved, especially on the east side, the cost would be 

the city’s responsibility. 
i. They are going to expand the sidewalks. 
j. Talked about Green Zones. Josie from state will investigate whether trees could be put 

on other side of sidewalk vs next to highway. 
k. They will put sidewalk up to door at the American Legion building. 
l. At the Fire Department they will replace the top section of the ramp and add another 

step at City Hall which will be the city’s cost. 
m. There will be bump-outs at almost every intersection and one near Federated Co-op 

that allows people to cross the street. 
n. They will extend the curb out by the church on Hwy 73. 
o. City is no longer responsible for sharing cost of the new lighting with the project. 
p. Check on the cost of speed limit signs. 

2. Funding Agreement Letter 
a. Letter from Ryan at Carlton County for the funding of demolition of old co-op store. 

3. Lead Service Line 
a. Scott Kuhlman received quotes for replacing lead service lines. 

4. Zoned Properties Inc. 
a. Looking to find different cannabis sites in the state. There can only be 150 sites per 

State Statue. 
b. Asking about an Ordinance on Cannabis. The window closes on July 1, 2026 for getting 

a license. 
c. Asking about zoning and buffering distance. 

Old Business:   
1. Quotes for installing security cameras  

a. The city has not found anyone to install cameras 
2. Old Co-op Store 
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a. Waiting on check from Carlton County for demolition of building. 
Motion made to write a downpayment check to Russel Dobosenski for the start of demolition 
made by Councilor Sarvela and seconded by Councilor Lund. 
Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund and Mayor Lucas. 
Nays: 0 
Motion carries. 
New Business: 
1. KR Bar & Grill Liquor License Suspension 

a.  Cory would like to suspend liquor license for a short period of time. 

b. Liquor license is under Cocktail Drafts and Eats which Cory owns. 

c. Mayor and Council would like to get the city attorney’s opinion. 

2. Selling of 3.19 acres 

a. Wants to purchase it to put campers there and plant trees for seclusion. 

b. Last large lot city owns if they wanted to do anything. 

c. We will need to find out what the property is valued at to start. 

Motion to table the selling of the 3.19 acres to do my research made by Councilor 

Kohmetscher and seconded by Councilor Sarvela. 

Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund and Mayor Lucas 

Nays: 0 

Motion carries. 

3. Resolution 2026-08 Accepting Funding Agreement from Carlton County in the amount of 

$83,400 

a. Motion to accept the Funding made by Councilor Sarvela, seconded by Councilor Lund. 

Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, and Mayor Lucas.  

Nays: 0 

Motion carries. 

4. KML VOC Report of Water Tower 

a. There are repairs that need to be done, if all were done right now it would cost $600,00 

- $650,000 that reconditioning the entire water tower that needs to happen within next 

10 years. 

b. The more urgent repairs are the air gaps at the top of the tower which is $20,000 - 

$25,000. 

c. Footings need to be repaired. 

d. There is some OSHA things that need to be taken care of. 

5. SCBA Grant 

a. The Fire Department will incur costs along with grant. 

Motion to move forward with applying for grant made by Councilor Kohmetscher and 

seconded by Councilor Lund. 

Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund and Mayor Lucas 
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Nays: 0 

Motion carries. 

Kathy will talk with Laura from Bollig to see if they can help with grant writing. 

6. Contract with Levanen Underground, LLC  

a. Bollig received four quotes ranging from $45,160.00 - $129,800.00 

b. Levanen quote came in at $45,750.00 

Motion to accept the Award to Levanen Underground LLC to replace the Lead Service Line 

made by Councilor Lund and seconded by Councilor Kohmetscher. 

Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund and Mayor Lucas 

Nays: 0 

Motion carries. 

7. Wright’s Senior Citizens 

a. Asking for approval to do the Bingo at Ma & Pa Kettle Days. 

Motion to approve Wright Senior Citizen to do Bingo for Ma & Pa Kettle Days on August 8, 

2026, made by Councilor Lund and seconded by Councilor Sarvela. 

Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund and Mayor Lucas. 

Nays: 0 

Motion carries. 

 

Adjourn: Councilor Kohmetscher moved to adjourn, Mayor Lucas adjourned the meeting at 

9:02 pm. 

 

Next meeting is July 14th, 2026 @ 7:00 PM  

 

 

 


