
 

 

KETTLE RIVER SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
Monday, August 17,2026 6:30 PM 

  
Pledge to Allegiance 
 
Call to Order Mayor Lucas called the meeting to order at 6:30pm 
 
Present: Mayor Dave Lucas, Councilor Marcia Sarvela, Councilor Patricia Lund and Councilor 
Mascarenas 
 
Absent: Councilor Kohmetscher 
 
Staff Present: City Administrator Kathy Lake 
 
Staff Absent: Fire Chief Issac Gran 
 
Guests: Judy Collier, Laura Simi, Kris Miller, Cory Eken, Kelly Dahl, Carmen Milczark, Vicki 
Langhorst, Wanda B., Gary B., Amy S., Brian Nummela, Harvey P, Jackie Dahl 
 
Guest Speaker: Jason Dwyer, Eric Senarighi, Amber Welch, Thomas Simi, Todd Lawerence 
 
Public Hearing: 
 
Public Comment: 
 
Jason Dwyer 
 

1. Asking if there were any updates on the 3.19 Acres that he is interested in purchasing. 
2. Kathy stated that the value of the property is $20,000-$35,000 but no one set value and 

stated that the purchase is going to the Planning and Zoning for their recommendation. 
 

Todd Lawrence 
 

1. Requesting to nominate Kris Miller for the WHP Manager. Kris stated she does not 
want that. 

2. Todd states we need a WHP Manager that is aware of the situation that we have a 
vulnerable wellhead and that will look out for it and stop people from doing illegal 
things or things that shouldn’t be done that risk our drinking water supply. 

 

Amber Welch 

1. She didn’t have anything, just seen KR Bar and Grill was on the agenda. 



 

 

 
Thomas Simi 

1. Read a long article he had written about the concerns of the Fire Department and 
his termination. 

2. Mayor Lucas told Thomas his 3 minutes were up and Thomas became upset. 

Eric Senerighi 

1. The Mud Bog needed to purchase some water from the city and would like to 
figure out what the cost is going to be. The Mud Bog has plans to become 
water independent.  The city used an extra 80,000 gallons from Thursday 
through Sunday of Ma & Pa Kettle Days. 

2. Talked about only individuals who are fire fighters or city employees can turn 
the fire hydrants on and off. 

3. The city agreed to the charge of $800.00 for the water used. The council will 
vote on that at the next meeting. 

4. Would like to talk to Planning and Zoning on preservation of the old feed mill. 
5. Mud Bog went very well, lots of good feedback. 

Consent Agenda:  
 
Motion to accept the Consent Agenda was made by Councilor Mascarenas, seconded by 
Councilor Sarvela. 
 
Changes: 

a. There were a few corrections that needed to be completed in the meeting minutes. 
 

 Ayes: Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Councilor Mascarenas.  
Nays: none.  
Motion carries. 
 

1) Minutes of July 14, 2026, Regular City Council Meeting  
2) Claims Batch August 17, 2026 = $11,632.95 
3) Cash control statement, receipts, disbursements 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Reports of City Departments and Committees:  
 
1. Administrative Department 

a. Regular daily, weekly, monthly. 
b. Everything from UBMax and CTAS have been entered into Banyon. You will notice on 

the cash balances that there is a difference, Banyon said that is common when you 
convert and they watch it for 3 months and then adjust the balances to correct it. 

c. Eric S. and Kathy had a meeting with the Department of Health about the WHP. She sent 
some recommendations and summary of the meeting. 

d. The property tax settlement for the first half of the year came in as well as the LGA 
money. The fire department received $1,000 for 2 DNR grass fire runs. 

e. The cold patch was ordered, and Scott started to fill in the potholes. 
f. Talked with Bob Durman on getting a quote to have the cameras set up. 
g. Jason Rarick wrote a letter to Carlton County Commissioners to try and get more 

funding for the demolition project. 
h. The funding the city received for the demolition was a forgivable loan. 

2. Utilities Department 
a. Standard month of operation. 
b. Filter 3 is offline, plugged and tripping blower motor, air relief valve was removed, and 

the top of housing was removed. The gasket is bad and needs a repair kit. 
c. Running manual backwashes. 
d. Mowed interior and top of ponds 
e. One emergency response for the blower motor failure. 
f. Recommending installing the mixer and recert pump, Fleet Zoom for remote monitoring 

and semi-annual calibrating of the flow meter. 
g. Fire hydrants should only be used by city staff. 

 
3. Fire and First Responder Department 

a. Fire Chief Gran was attending the Carlton Couty Fire meeting. 
4. Personnel Committee 

a. The Personnel committee hired Scott Forse for part-time maintenance. The other 
applicant took another job. 

b. Jon will continue to work on weekends and whenever possible. 
 
5. Planning and Zoning 

a. There was no meeting this month. 
b. Next meeting will be September 8, 2026 at 5:00 PM 

 
6. City Council 

a. Marcia stated that when people rent the hall they expect to be able to use the 
refrigerator, but sometimes it is full of the fire departments items. 

 
 



 

 

 
Correspondence: 
1. Gopher State One Call 

a. Rate increase of .05 will occur on January 1, 2027. 
2. Carlton County Environmental Services 

a. Wetlands violation. This is being addressed. 
3. Automatic Systems 

a. Cybersecurity Event Update. This does not affect the Kettle River operations. 
4. LGA 

a. 2027 Amount $39,865.00 
Old Business:   
1. Quotes for installing security cameras  

a. Working with Bob Durman 
2. Consideration of selling 3.19 acres by the ballfield. 

a. Going to Planning and Zoning 
. 

 
 
 
New Business: 
1. Quote from Miller Roofing for American Legion Building Roof of $2,840.00 

Motion made to accept Miller Roofing quote made by Councilor Mascarenas and seconded 

by Councilor Sarvela. 

Ayes: Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Councilor Mascarenas 

      Nays: None 

Motion carries 

2. Approval to move forward with Interim Financing of $674,000.00 

Motion made by Councilor Sarvela to move forward with Interim Financing and seconded by                

Councilor Lund. 

      Ayes: Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund and Councilor Mascarenas. 

      Nays: None 

     Motion carries.  

3. Quote from Sycom for installation of Fleet Zoom 100 

Motion made by Councilor Mascarenas to table until next the October meeting and 

seconded by Councilor Sarvela. 

Ayes: Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund and Councilor Mascarenas. 

Nays: None 

Motion carries. 

 

 

 



 

 

4. Approval of Split Rock Township Fire Service Contract of $12,180.00 

Motion made by Councilor Sarvela to approve Split Rock Township Fire Service Contract 

and seconded by Councilor Mascarenas. 

Ayes: Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund and Councilor Mascarenas. 

Nays: None 

Motion carries. 

5. Quote for Valmatic SPK1-202C.2 Valve Repair Kit $485.00 plus shipping 

Motion made to purchase repair kit by Councilor Mascarenas and seconded by Councilor 

Lund. 

Ayes: Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund and Councilor Mascarenas 

Nays: None 

Motion carries. 

6. KR Bar & Grill, LLC 

a. If there are things happening over at the bar the city cannot do anything about the 

people who know need to call the sheriff’s office. 

b. Stop trying to get the city involved unless we have something from the sheriff’s 

office. 

Adjourn: Councilor Sarvela moved to adjourn, Mayor Lucas adjourned the meeting at 7:45 pm. 

 

Next meeting is September 8, 2026 @ 7:00 PM  

 


