
CITY OF KETTLE RIVER  

CITY COUNCIL MINUTES  

February 9, 2021  
 

 

 

 

The regular meeting of the Kettle River City Council was held in the meeting room of City Hall, 

Tuesday, February 9, 2021.  

Members present: David Lucas, Miya Kohmetscher and Monique Doward (by ZOOM). 

Absent:  Guy Collier, Janice Sherman 

Staff Attending:  David Isaacson, Utilities Superintendent and Kathryn Lake, City 

Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer.   

Others attending:  Mark Daraney – AMKO, Pamela Sarvela – Minnesota Energy Resources 

  

Mayor Lucas called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

 

Discussion with Mark Daraney from AMKO on refunding the bonds the city has with USDA. He 

will bring the proposal to the March meeting. 

 

Discussion with Pamela Sarvela from Minnesota Energy Resources about the renewal of the 

Franchise Ordinance 77. The City Legal firm looked at this Ordinance and advised the City not 

to renew the Franchise Ordinance. Will talk with the City Attorney for clarification as what the 

reason is not to renew. 

  

Motion by  Councilor Kohmetscher seconded by Councilor Doward and carried unanimously to 

approve the following consent agenda items:  

• Minutes, January 5, 2021 regular council meeting;  

• Claims (6152-6176=$14,482.94);  

•  Cash control statement, receipt, and disbursement registers;  

 

Administration Department report submitted by Kathryn Lake, City Clerk/Treasurer:  

• Regular daily, weekly and monthly work;  

• Working with auditors;  

• The audit firm suggested we get a Pledged Security Agreement through First 

National Bank for a checking account  which has been completed; 

• Finished up the end of year paperwork. 

 

 

Utilities Department report submitted by David Isaacson, Utilities Superintendent.  

• Water pumped for the month of January 2021 totaled  201,700 gallons. 

• Completed online Fluoride report. 

• Working on monthly wastewater report.  

• Still waiting for Mlaskoch to pay for their bulk water purchased from the city. 

• Mr. Kasden has moved 2 vehicles from property on Main Street to Ma & Pa 

property on Cedar Street. 
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• WTP Computer upgrade. Computer installed January 27th and is set up. New 

license was installed on the 29th. 

• Completed the yearly DNR Water Use Report for Kathy to submit. 

• Installed new router at the Water Plant. 

• Flooding the skating rink when weather permits. 

• Attended a half day seminar at Moose Lake for licensure credit hours. 

• Changed out the mixing motor and the mixer for Potassium Permanganate at the 

water plant. Will check into rebuilding the old one. 

  

Fire Department report  

•    In January there was 4 fire runs and 1 medical run. 

•    Meeting at least once a month now. 

•    Fire Commission meeting is next week to finalize budget for 2022. 

•   The budget will stay the same may move money from one account to another 

within the budget. 

•   Plans to burn the brush pile. 

City Council:  

• Councilor Doward discussed creating a community garden. Would like to find 

community volunteers to help with the garden. 

• Mayor Lucas discussed using Proton mail for the city council members. 

• Discussion on when everyone will attend meetings in person. 

 

Committees:  

  Planning and Zoning Commission:  

   Motion made by Councilor Doward and seconded by Councilor Kohmetscher to  

   accept Calen Eischenbach’s application and approve him to be on the Planning  

   and Zoning Committee and carried unanimously.  

    

   Mayor Lucas nominated Jeff Dotseth to be on Planning and Zoning Committee.  

     

   Motion made by Councilor Kohmetscher and seconded by Councilor Doward to  

   accept Jeff Dotseth nomination and approve him for the Planning and Zoning  

   Committee and carried unanimously. 

There was a discussion at the January Planning and Zoning meeting as to whether the city would 

fund water and sewer going to the 22+ acres and the discussion led to that it would be upon the 

investor for the water and sewer expense. 

 

Discussion on what type of housing could be built. 
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Personnel Committee:  

 

Correspondence:  

 

 

 

New Business:   

 

 

Resolution 2021-02 

Resolution 2021-02 to approve support of Northern Pine Riders Snowmobile Club 

of Willow River seeking a Federal Recreation trail Grant to upgrade the Soo Line 

South Multi-Use Trail. 

 

A motion was made by Councilor Kohmetscher and seconded by Councilor 

Doward to adopt the resolution and carried unanimously. 

 

Resolution 2021-03 

   Resolution accepting donation of $200.00, CTAS receipt #1784 from Kettle River 

   American Legion for the Kettle River skating rink. 

 

   Motion made by Councilor Doward and seconded by Councilor Kohmetscher and 

   carried unanimously. 

 

Concern Citizen: 

   Citizen concern about dogs running loose in the city. Send a letter to the owner of  

   the dog. 

 

Discussion on hiring Kyle Riel for the City IT person. Contract drew up for Kyle Riel and the 

City per request of City Attorney. 

 

Motion made by Councilor Kohmetscher and seconded by Councilor Doward to accept Kyle Riel 

as the IT person for the City and carried unanimously.  
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Councilor Doward is seeking donations for the repairs to the city playground. She is looking at 

about 200 businesses to reach out to and find out what type of sponsorship they would want. 

 

Mayor Lucas would like to see fixing the playground that exists and expand to put a playground 

in at the ball field. 

 

Would like to set a date to repair the city playground for the end of July. Send out a letter to 

community for volunteers to help. 

 

Mayor Lucas would like to have the Appeals and Equalization Board back for 2022. Need to 

inform the Carlton County, 

 

Motion made by Councilor Kohmetscher and seconded by Councilor Doward and carried 

unanimously to adjourn at 8:50p.m.  

 

The next City Council meeting will be held Tuesday, March 9, 2021 at 7 p.m. at the City Hall. 

 Submitted by,  

  

  

Kathryn Lake 

City Administrator/Clerk/Treasurer   

 

 

 


