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A regular meeting of the Kettle River City Council was held in the meeting room of City Hall, 

Tuesday, April 12, 2021. 

 

Members present:  

 Mayor David Lucas  

 Councilors: Guy Collier, Janice Sherman, and Miya Kohmetscher 

Absent: Monique Doward 

Staff Attending:  Kathryn Lake, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer, David Isaacson, Utilities 

Superintendent 

Others attending  Jeff Dotseth and Kevin Peura 

 

Mayor Lucas called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. 

 

Motion by Councilor Kohmetscher seconded by Councilor Collier and carried unanimously to 

approve the following consent agenda items: 

● Minutes March 13, 2021 regular council meeting  

● Claims (6211-6231=$11,572.38) 

● Cash control statement, receipt, and disbursement registers. 

 

Administration Department report submitted by Kathryn Lake, City Administrator/Clerk-

Treasurer: 

● Audit is complete and sent off to the State of Minnesota. 

● The Auditor needs to change the Council member to Jan Sherman rather than 

Kyle Riel. 

● Regular daily, weekly and monthly work completed. 

● Letters sent out for the Kasden properties and Alberg property. 

● Working on getting information together for the City properties for sale. 

● The City Attorney will write up a form for LCP for the easement. 

 

Building: 

● Water pumped from the water plant during the month of March totaled 232,300 

gallons. 

● Mlaskoch Excavating and Contracting is purchasing water again. 

● Water plant Solenoid issue has been taken care of for now. May have to order the 

other bank of 8 solenoids from Tonka to have on hand for the other side. 

● Contacted Lake Country Power about their easement along County road 12 to the 

22 acres. Received a copy of the easement. 

● Still flushing a few hydrants around town to clear up the water. 

● Completed the online Fluoride report. 

● Working on the monthly wastewater report. 
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● .The road to the brush and compost piles and the parking for the river access is 

now open. Installed a couple more signs, which was taken from the old recycling 

sheds, which prohibit the dumping of garbage. 

● Plan to burn the brush pile at the lift station and at the ponds sometime this 

summer. 

● Had an issue with e-mail account. Had to call Cybert PC to remote in and fix the 

issue. 

● Property at 3984 Cedar Street has a lot of stuff piled up outside and his burn pile 

is growing at more than 3- foot diameter. 

● Check into the legality of shutting the sanitary sewer to Kasden’s. 

● Going to move one horseshoe pit farther away from the play equipment at the 

ballpark. 

● Will be discharging the secondary pond. 

 

Fire Department Report submitted by Kyle Riel. Fire Chief 

● Total of 4 calls for the month of March 2 fire and 2 EMS. There has been one run 

so far in April. 

● Completed flow testing on packs. 

● Ordered one new masks and new bags for the masks because the old bags were 

broken. 

● Emergency Apparatus is coming next week to look at the tanker that has a line 

that spraying water everywhere. 

● Ordered two new Wildfire Backpacks. Looking to get replacement liners through 

Heiman for the backpacks we do have which came from DNR. 

● Looking into getting the Brush rig skid from Moose Lake for Kettle River truck. 

The Moose Lake Fire Commission Board is meeting and will discuss so should 

know in a few days if this is going to be possible. 

● Scheduled several trainings with Central Lakes College starting this month and 

going through the fall. 

● Received the pagers and they are working great. 

● Turnout gear is measured, fitted, and ordered. 

● Burned part of the burn pile. 

 

Discussion on Silver Township wanting the last three years of Audits for the Fire Department. 

Contact the Siler Township Board and see if the are requesting the audits or just the one 

individual. 

 

Mayor Lucas talked with Jane from Tower Tap and they will be doing some type of event over 

the Ma & Pa Kettle weekend. 

 

Fire Department have had discussions of alternatives to the Steak Fry during COVID. 
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Committees: 

 

City Council:  

 

If a Council member is going to be absent for a Council Meeting, please inform the Mayor or the 

Clerk via e-mail before 3 pm the day of the meeting. 

 

May 1st BBQ- Hamburgers and Hot Dogs. Mayor Lucas will purchase the items needed and 

receive reimbursement. Mayor Lucas and Dave Isaacson will put up the tents on Friday. 

 

Councilor Doward submitted a Newsletter and is being tabled until next meeting when she is 

present as there are questions about the newsletter. 

 

Councilor Doward sent an e-mail suggesting the bathrooms be cleaned daily or be shut down. 

The bathrooms are cleaned twice a week and checked daily. 

 

Todd Lawrence is asking when the dock will be put in the water at the landing as he will be 

running shuttles for kayakers. The dock will be put in when the weather permits. It needs to dry 

up down there, so it does not get rutted up.  

 

Personnel Committee: 

 

 

Planning and Zoning Committee: 

 

There is a gentleman interested in the old KR Mart property and would like to have a section 

added to it to make it a complete rectangle. He would like to know if the City is willing to sell 

that piece.  

 

A motion was made by Councilor Sherman and seconded by Councilor Kohmetscher to sell the 

extra piece of property from 190-140-0051 to make it into a complete rectangle. 

 

Contact Straight-line Surveying to find what it would cost to survey the properties. 

 

Would like to set up a meeting with Rick Lewis and prospective buyer with Planning and Zoning 

to discuss properties. 

 

Will rerun the ad for Account Clerk. 
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Motion made by Councilor Kohmetscher and seconded by Councilor Sherman to make donation 

of $25.00 to Moose Lake Historical Society and carried unanimously. 

 

Contract with Kyle Riel for IT was terminated due to Kyle getting a new job and unable to be 

available at various times.  

 

Cybert PC will be working with us for any IT issues. We do not have to sign a contract with 

them it will be as needed. An account has been set up with them. 

 

Diane Riihilouma was submitted her resignation and the position has been posted in the Star 

Gazette. 

 

Motion by Councilor Collier and seconded by Councilor Sherman to accept Diane’s resignation 

and carried unanimously.  

 

The Clerk training is May3-7, 2021 via Zoom. Kathy received a $300.00 grant so the cost to the 

City for the training is $145.00. 

 

Jeff Dotseth has asked the City to send letters for his  rentals at 30 days past due and to shut them 

off at 60 days past due. 

 

When the past due notices go out to individuals included will be places that can assist with the 

past due balances. 

 

Motion to accept Carlson SV Audit for 2020 made by Councilor Collier and seconded by 

Councilor Sherman and carried unanimously. 

 

It is official through Carlton County that the place in which Mr. Kasden has moved his vehicles, 

motorhome, boat, and miscellaneous items is on Ma & Pa property. Contact City Attorney to 

verify it can be removed. 

 

Motion by Councilor Collier seconded by Councilor Kohmetscher and carried unanimously to 

adjourn at 8:26 pm.  

 

The next meeting will be held May 11, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. at the City Hall. 

 

Submitted by, 

 

Kathryn Lake 

City Administrator/Clerk/Treasurer 


