CITY OF KETTLE RIVER
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
July 13, 2021

The Kettle River City Council meeting was held in the meeting room of City Hall,
Tuesday, July 13, 2021.

Members Present: David Lucas, Guy Collier, Janice Sherman, Miya Kohmetscher and
Monique Doward.

Absent: Kyle Riel, Fire Chief

Staff Attending: Kathryn Lake, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer, Robert Tschida,
Building Inspector, David Isaacson, Utilities Superintendent

Others attending: Kevin Peura, John Peura, Todd Lawrence, Jeff Dotseth, ke Minor
Miller, Calen Eschenbach, Trey Morgan

Mayor Lucas called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.

Calen Eschenbach and Ike Minor-Miller inquired about what the process was to start a
business in Kettle River. They are looking into starting a campground. The first step
would be to present a plan to the council. They are looking to start with 20-25 spots with
their own entrance to the Soo line trail for ATVs. There will need to be a wetland
delineation done to determine wetland boundaries. The council will need to do more
research but there is no reason known that there would be a problem getting permits from
the city in the future.

Councilor Doward and Councilor Sherman discussed their thoughts that someone was
tampering with their books and that they would be taking their books home with them
since there was no policy against doing so.

There was a vote which carried by a majority to approve the following consent agenda
items:
o Ayes: Mayor Lucas, Councilor Kohmetscher, & Councilor Collier
o Nays: Councilor Sherman, Councilor Doward
* Minutes, June 8, 2021, regular council meeting and June 23, 2021, Special
Meeting
« Claims (6278-6292=$2281.89)
» Cash control statement, receipt, disbursement registers, and bank reconciliation;
» Budget summary

Councilor Doward was unwilling to discuss the resolution 2021-10 and 2021-11 to
rescind the local emergency and the spending freeze as the amended agenda was sent out
the day before. The resolutions will be tabled until the next meeting.

Administration Department report submitted by Kathryn Lake, City Clerk/Treasurer:
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Attended budget 101, 102, special assessments, ect. Training in St. Cloud
Continuing training with Tara with the water & sewer/billing

Fire and First Responder Department: The fire department will participate in National
Night Out.
Utilities Department report submitted by Dave Isaacson, Utilities Superintendent

Water pumped from the water plant during the month of June totaled; 239,900
gallons.

Completed the online Floridue report which is due on the 10" of each month.
Will start working on the monthly wastewater report, due by the 21% of each
month.

Mlaskoch Excavating and Contracting is purchasing water again. Dave will
contact them to see if they are done yet.

Status of the Kettle River Citizen’s alert. Dave checked with the cities of Moose
Lake and Barnum and they are not up and running in their own communities as of
yet.

Dave Isaacson will get quotes for the rain gutter for the south side of the roof,
over the ramp into city hall, and for a new AC Unit for City Hall for the next
meeting

They have been flushing a few hydrants around town to clear up the water.
Mayor Lucas doesn’t want to flush the whole system and put too much burden on
the aquifer. Over the past 5 years of the annual inspection well reports and the
static water level has not varied much.

The brush pile will get burned after the ban has been lifted by the DNR.

The sanitary sewer located on Cedar Street has not been able to be inspected as
there has been a vehicle parked over the spot that needs to be dug.

There are quotes for re-doing the footings at the playground and for work on the
pavilion at the ball field, the work at the pavilion at the ball field would including
lifting up the entire building, cutting off the bottom of the logs, which have been
wicking water, and to pour a circular concrete pad with anchors.

Rob and Dave have performed the Spring Ordinance Compliance Inspection
follow up.

Update on the water tower stand pipe: CIP pipe can be used if it meets the NSF
61 Standard. The city would need to have Dave Weum with MDH do a “Plan
Review” at a cost of $100.00. Have an engineering firm draw up plans and get
quotes. Possible engineering firms to contact. SEH (the City of Barnum uses
them), AE2S, and he is also checking with KLM Engineering.

Possible water extension to the 22 acres would need the same plan review from
MDH and possibly a permit from MNDOT to access the ROW.
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Dave talked to Mike Luhrsen, MDH District Engineer from Duluth. He said that
the city drinking water will be monitored for Xylenes quarterly, This showed up
after the last quarter’s General Chemistry Parameters testing (Xylol or
dimethylbenzene is any one of three isomers of dimethylbenzene or a combo
thereof. The chemistry of an Isomer is; one of two or more compounds with the
same formula but have a different arrangement of atoms in the molecule and
different properties. This will be tested quarterly even though it was not even
close the MCL of 10000.0 ug/L Our test result was: 0.64 ug/L.

Work on the bathrooms at the rest area continues. More plumbing needs to be
done than they first thought. The baseboard has been installed in the women’s
rest room. The closet for the toilet needs to be replaced and the other toilet in the
small stall needs new gaskets as it leaks when flushed. They are waiting on the
cameras to be put up so the bathrooms can be better monitored before they get
opened back up.

The company working on the HWY. 73/27 project, Central Specialties, has
parked 2 shop/testing trailers the city garage for the duration of the project. They
will pay for all electricity used at the shop and any water that is needed for doing
testing for the project. They will possibly be there into the month of September.
12 G.S.0.C. located performed. 9 on the current road project
Replaced the 2 torsion springs and cables on the overhead door at the shop.

Will be taking 2 WQP water samples next week and bringing them to Cloquet to
be shipped

Will be taking the 4-hour composite wastewater influent sample next week also.
Consumer Confidence Report for 2020 was completed

City Council:

Motion by Councilor Kohmetscher seconded by Councilor Sherman and carried
unanimously to accept the bid of $4200.00 from Curt Shatz to fix the playground
at the city park
o Ayes: Mayor Lucas, Councilor Sherman, Councilor Doward, Councilor
Kohmetscher, & Councilor Collier
Motion by Councilor Kohmetscher seconded by Councilor Collier to table the bid
for raising the pavilion at the ball field for $2500.00 until the next meeting.
o Ayes: Mayor Lucas, Councilor Sherman, Councilor Doward, Councilor
Kohmetscher, & Councilor Collier
Councilor Kohmetscher provided information on a camera which takes pictures
and runs off solar power. The council is looking for video surveillance that
would record to a device on a private server. Kathy is going to pick out and
purchase security cameras with a maximum of $500.00.
Councilor Doward stated she was going to add a Facebook page, Mayor Lucas
stated that the city already has a Facebook page. Councilor Doward said that she
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has talked to the League of Minnesota and the attorney, and they said it is
allowed, Mayor Lucas stated that he would be happy to read that. Mayor Lucas
wants to make sure that all activities that are being privately offered by Councilor
Doward would not be confused with something that is being offered through the
city which would open the city to liabilities. Councilor Doward stated that she
would follow the guidelines and they would be offered by “Monique Doward”
not through the city.

Councilor Doward would like to turn the 22 acres into a roughing it campground.
She stated that all that would be needed would be parking spots, pavilions, and a
few outhouses, which could bring in money to the city. Councilor Collier stated
that the 22 acres is under contract with a real estate company. Councilor
Kohmetscher suggested a feasibility study to see if that is something that would
be possible. Kevin Peura has previously looked into putting in a campground and
has already looked into some of the costs to put in the turn lane and driveway into
the property, these costs were considerable. The council is open to the idea but
more research is needed and the contract with the real estate company would
have to expire.

Councilor Doward would like to contact 6 breweries to get together a chili
cookoff possibly for Octoberfest. She inquired about National Night Out. We are
going to have hamburgers, hotdogs, chips, and freezies. Generally, the sheriff’s
department comes by along with our fire department. This starts at 5:30 and goes
until 7:30.

Councilor Doward would like to upgrade the Kettle River signs. One of the signs
is new and one has been recently painted. Councilor Doward would like them
torn down at some point in the future to put up a welded sign with lights, similar
to Cloquet’s sign.

Mayor Lucas asked Councilor Sherman about the paper she presented on 6-23-
2021, Councilor Sherman stated that the credit card issue has to be reported to the
state auditor either by the council or the personnel committee. Councilor Doward
stated that the city needs a credit card policy and provided a sample policy. Kathy
stated that we have a city policy regarding credit cards, Councilor Doward and
Councilor Sherman want to see the policy. Councilor Sherman stated that the
attorney stated that the fire department and the city should not have separate
cards. The accounts are separate because the fire department collects funds from
different townships so that money stays separate as two separate entities. These
issues need to be further researched to be sure everything is in compliance.
Mayor Lucas suggested that it would be best to have these issues brought to the
council for discussion and resolution instead of contacting the league.

Councilor Doward is concerned about verbal vs written time off requests. The
current obligation is to let someone know verbally. Mayor Lucas, Councilor
Collier, & Councilor Kohmetscher feel like a verbal acknowledgement is
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fine. Councilor Doward plans to contact the league of Minnesota. Councilor
Kohmetscher and Mayor Lucas stated that this isn’t a league of Minnesota issue,
it is a policy of the City of Kettle River issue and that a verbal is fine.
Committees-
Building Committee:
Nuisance inspections, and re-inspections have been completed, a few issues have been
added and some have been resolved. There was discussion of a couple of homes in town
that have fallen in disrepair and/or have ignored repeated requests to mow their
lawns. Kathy will get an estimate to remove the motorhomes at one property and the
lawns will need to be mowed by the city which will be charged and assessed to the
property.

* Motion by Councilor Sherman seconded by Councilor Collier and carried
unanimously to accept the lowest bid to remove motorhomes from the Brown
Property.

o Ayes: Mayor Lucas, Councilor Sherman, Councilor Doward, Councilor
Kohmetscher, & Councilor Collier
Planning and Zoning Commission:

» Motion by Councilor Collier seconded by Councilor Sherman and carried
unanimously to have the City’s attorney make up the contract for deed for no
more than $310.00.

» Ayes: Mayor Lucas, Councilor Sherman, Councilor Doward, Councilor
Kohmetscher, & Councilor Collier

Correspondence:

» There was a letter from a concerned citizen about removing the cats & skunks

that are being fed at a property within city limits.
New Business:

» Motion by Councilor Sherman and seconded by Mayor Lucas and carried
unanimously to accept the changes from Sturgeon Lake Lions Club to Hanson
Andersen Legion Post 361 on Resolution 2021-09 and to accept Resolution 2021-
09 which grants a permit to the Hanson/Andersen Legion Post 361 who applied
for a lawful gambling permit to conduct lawful gambling at Tower Tap, an
establishment located within Kettle River City Limits.

o Ayes: Mayor Lucas, Councilor Sherman, Councilor Doward, Councilor
Kohmetscher, & Councilor Collier

» Contacted Duane Grace the commercial property inspector about Mr. Kasden
living in a commercial property. He stated that there is a process to force a person
living in a commercial dwelling which is violating a city ordinance to vacate. The
following steps were suggested, the city administrator is responsible to inform
anyone who is violating the provision, which has been done several
times, communicating the nature of the violation, and ordering the action
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necessary to correct this. The city should notify the occupant and owner of the
property of violation by sending them a letter which should order the occupant to
stop living in the premises within a certain amount of time, usually within 30
days. The letter should be hand delivered or sent by certified mail. If the occupant
does not cease living in the commercial building the city can issue a citation and
the occupant and the owner of the property can be found guilty of a misdemeanor.
This should be mentioned in the letter, and it should also be mentioned that each
day of living there constitutes an additional offense. These penalties could
constitute up to 90 day in jail and up to a $1000.00 fine. Councilor Sherman and
Councilor Doward would like to make another attempt at talking to Mr. Kasden
about him ceasing to feed the cats and living in a commercial property. The City
Administrator has already sent letters regarding this. If there hasn’t been progress
made by the next meeting, the council will proceed with other methods.
Estimates from Tim Gobel were received to install a 6-inch water main from
County Road 12 to the 22 acres. The estimate is for almost $35,000.

There needs to be a budget meeting set for the end of August. Mayor Lucas
encourages everyone to take the training for the budget on August 18" and then
the council set the budget meeting for August 24*at 6:00 pm.

The meeting closed to the public at 9:15pm to discuss a complaint against the City
Administrator.
Closed meeting adjourned at 9:56pm and the regular meeting resumed at 9:56pm

There will be disciplinary action of the city administrator which will go to
the lawyer and she will come back with a response/suggestion
The city administrator has data request forms for anyone who needs data from the
city office. There is a separate request form for citizens and for council
members.
Motion by Councilor Kohmetscher seconded by Councilor Sherman and carried
unanimously to accept the use of the data request forms.
o Ayes: Mayor Lucas, Councilor Sherman, Councilor Doward, Councilor
Kohmetscher, & Councilor Collier

Motion by Councilor Collier seconded by Councilor Sherman and carried unanimously
to adjourn at 10:04 p.m.

The next City Council meeting will be held Tuesday, August 10, 2021 at 7 p.m. at the
City Hall.

Submitted by,
Kathryn Lake
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City Administrator/Clerk/Treasurer
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