
 

 

CITY OF KETTLE RIVER 

CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

September 14, 2021 
Kettle River City Council meeting was held in the meeting room of City Hall, Tuesday, September 14, 

2021.  

Members Present: David Lucas, Councilor Collier, and Councilor Kohmetscher.  

Absent: Councilor Sherman and Councilor Doward 

Staff Attending: Kathryn Lake, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer, David Isaacson, Utilities 

Superintendent, Kyle Riel, Fire Chief, Jerry Peterson, Maintenance worker  

Others attending: Kevin Peura, Mark Peters, Jon Peura, Wayne Thom, Duane Grace, Gary Peterson, Gary 

Marsyla, Judy Marsyla, and Dan Reed.  

 

Mayor Lucas called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.  

 

Wayne Thom has caught 19+ cats so far and 5 skunks.   

 

An individual has gone on Ma & Pa property and the mayor’s property and released at least 5 cats. The 

individual has threatened to sue Wayne Thom and has contacted several agencies in regard to trapping 

the cats. Wayne Thom has given extra time to ensure that all legal regulations have been beyond met.  

The individual has also called law enforcement and stated that his cats were being stolen and that they 

were all his cats.  Wayne Thom has now taken the traps out but is willing to come back in a few weeks if 

the city would like him to.  The city council would like him to come back and try to trap more starting on 

October 1st.   

 

Mayor Lucas asked Kathy to change the budget meeting to a regular meeting instead of a special 

meeting 

 

Motion by Councilor Collier seconded by Councilor Kohmetscher and carried unanimously to approve 

the following consent agenda items:  

• Minutes, August 10, 2021, regular council meeting and August 24, 2021, Budget meeting 
• Claims (6316-6317, 6320, 6323-6330 and 6333-6343=$10,325.65) Claims (6344-6351=$1,929.52)  

• Cash control statement, receipt, and disbursement registers. 

 

Administration Department report submitted by Kathryn Lake, City Administrator, City Clerk/Treasurer:  



 

 

● Daily/monthly duties, Reconciled bank account and found that we were missing $6707 & 108.33 
out of our deposits. We had the deposit slips and the statements that they had been deposited 
and scanned by the bank, but the funds weren't in the account.  This has been remedied and 
they are in the bank this month.   

● Met with the insurance company today for the city's renewal, the council will have to make a 
motion to accept and sign the waiver form.  Paperwork from Kyle was submitted also.  

● There has been 1 interested applicant in the City Clerk position.  Interviews have yet to be 
scheduled.  

● Kathy ordered a monitor for the camera system.  

 

Utilities Department, Submitted by Dave Isaacson:  

● Water pumped for July totaled 219,800 gallons.  He still needs to get quotes for the rain gutter 
on the south side of the roof.  

● Chris Skramstad completed the job at the pavilion of the ballfield.  There was an additional cost 
for concrete.  

● A monitor is needed for the camera at the restroom before the camera gets put up.   
● Quarterly water samples have been submitted, depending on how long it takes to go through 

the mail, they might have to be resubmitted. 
● Onsite delivered the satellite toilet. If they leave the toilet there and lock it up for the winter 

they won't charge through the winter.  The council would like to have it locked up starting on 
October 15/October 30.  

● The old toilets and lights need to be trailered from the rest area to the transfer station. 

Counselor Collier said they could use his trailer instead of renting one.  

● There will need to be one more discharge this fall, there needs to be flow in the river in order to 

do so, there is a concern that this won't be able to happen before November 15. Dave Isaacson 
will look into what options are available if this can't be done before the deadline.  

● The council is going to look into getting a generator to run the water plant for approximately 
$5000.00 if there is money in the budget to do so.  This will be tabled until the next meeting.  

 

Fire and First Responder Department 

● August: 6 fire calls, 6 medical calls 

● So far in September 2 fire calls and 1 medical call.  
● Award letter from MBFTE for the fiscal year. The fire department was awarded just over $1200 

for training purposes. They will be doing trainings over the fall and winter.  

● Lance from Emergency apparatus gave the fire department fire hose, this was given to several of 
the local fire departments.  

● Kyle will double check the bills from Emergency Apparatus for accuracy as there were several 

bills and they were costly.  

● There are currently 9 fire firefighters and 2 EMRs.  

 

City Council:  

 



 

 

● There was a council member that did an unapproved training, although the mayor applauds the 
council member for doing the training, these should be discussed and approved by the city 
council if the council is expected to pay for it.  Counselor Collier & Counselor Kohmetscher agree 
that these need to be approved. This training will be paid for by the city, but if this would 

happen in the future the individual would need to pay the fee on their own unless it was 
previously approved by the council.  

● Monday, September 20, at 6:00, the council has a meeting with Pam Whitmore This will be an 
open meeting.  

● Mayor Lucas will be gone for the rest of the week, any issues/emails/checks need to go through 

Counselor Kohmetscher until the Mayor gets back.  

● Mayor Lucas stated that council members have been getting paid whether they come to a 
meeting or not.  This should not be the case as stated in provision 30.140, these payments 

should be per meeting attended.  So if the meetings are not attended, they are not paid.  
Counselor Kohmetscher stated that she agrees that the council should not be paid for meetings 
not attended but that meetings are not the only thing that the council deals with so that should 

be taken into consideration.  Mayor Lucas, Counselor Collier, & Counselor Kohmetscher agree 

that if the meeting is not attended it should not get paid, which is how it is stated in the 

provisions, this will be enforced from this meeting forward.  

 

Committees- 

 

Planning and Zoning Commission:  

● 2 lots have sold, there are 3 lots left for sale.  

● The gentleman who already bought the 2 lots is interested in buying more but would like more 
land than what is currently for sale. The council needs to decide if they want to sell this land. 

Dave Isaacson noted that the snowmobile trail goes through that land and that it may become 
an issue if that part of the land were sold.  Counselor Kohmetscher expressed concern of how 

close to the wellhead the city would want to sell.  Counselor Collier suggested getting the 

properties surveyed.  
● Counselor Collier will get estimates for the costs of surveying, and they will find the markers that 

can be located from what has already been surveyed.   
● Calen & Ike are looking to have 22-25 lots/campsites, more to come in the spring.  

 

Correspondence: 

● There was a correspondence left in the drop box stating: If a council member requests a city 

audit without council voting to hold this audit, should that person be responsible for paying for 
the audit or should the city have to pay for it instead of using that amount for other city 
expenses.  

○ Mayor Lucas stated that the city is being audited by the state. A representative from the 
state called him for the information, which was sent to them.  Mayor Lucas has inquired 

as to if the city will be financially responsible for this audit but hasn't heard back at this 
point. Counselor Collier asked who requested the audit, to which Mayor Lucas informed 
that it was Counselor Doward. Counselor Collier stated that she shouldn't have been 



 

 

asking the state for the audit, this should have come to the city council and the auditor 
shouldn't be doing it until they received the ok from the city council. The reason this 
happened was because Counselor Doward put a claim into the state saying that there 
was wrongdoing, so the state was required to investigate.  Counselor Collier, Counselor 

Kohmetscher, and Mayor Lucas believe that this should have come through the council 
as a whole and that additionally, the city already gets audited once per year which 
would have brought any possible wrongdoing to the surface at that point.  Counselor 
Collier stated that since the city didn't ask for an audit, the council member should have 
to pay for it instead of the citizens having to pay for it.  Counselor Kohmetscher stated 

that this council member has cost the city a great deal of money which is why the 

budget is out of whack.  Mayor Lucas added that by the actions of the same council 
member, the city has paid over $2000.00 worth of attorney's fees. Counselor 

Kohmetscher, Counselor Collier, & Mayor Lucas are concerned about the legalities of 
the question and will need to contact the city attorney.  A citizen present at the meeting 
suggested that the city contact the state auditor and explain the situation as the costs 

for an audit without causation shouldn't be on the city's citizens to be fiscally 

responsible for.  It was also discussed that there are many other agencies that have 

been contacted without council approval to open claims. Counselor Collier, Counselor 
Kohmetscher, and Mayor Lucas all agree that the city should not be fiscally responsible 
for this audit.   

● A citizen wants to file a complaint with the City of Kettle River against Mr. Kasden.  He stated 

that he has multiple witnesses that have seen him urinating on his mom’s yard on Main Street. 

The owner of the house also called the Carlton County Sheriff's Office. The council advised the 
citizens to continue to call the sheriff's office especially once video evidence is able to be 

obtained.  The council was also advised that Mr. Kasden has been allowing his dog to poop on 

other people's properties and is not cleaning up after it.   This citizen would also like the policy 

about taking down garage sales every night to be looked at and possibly revised.  Mayor Lucas 

said that they would be fine looking into the ordinance.  

New Business:  

● Two members of the council need to do the board of equalization training. Mayor Lucas and 

Counselor Kohmetscher will complete this.  
● The insurance policy for the city needs to be renewed. It was brought to the council’s attention 

by the city administrator that the city is being charged to ensure the recycling shed, which is 
Carlton County's.  This will need to be looked into before the insurance policy is accepted.  

● Petty Cash statement: This is being double checked by Tara also.  
● There will be another Carlton County Multi Hazard Mitigation Update meeting Thursday, 

September 23, from 1-3.   
● There is a question as to how many unexcused meetings council members are allowed.  The 

thought is 3 or 4.  Several months ago it was asked that if a council member won’t be able to 

attend that at least someone should be notified the day before the meeting.  The council will 
need to research what the actual requirements of a council member being excused from office 
for absences.  

● Motion by Councilor Kohmetscher seconded by Councilor Collier and carried unanimously to 
accept and pay the annual MMA (Minnesota Mayor’s Association) dues which are $30.00.   

○ Ayes: Mayor Lucas, Councilor Kohmetscher, & Councilor Collier 



 

 

● Motion by Councilor Collier, seconded by Councilor Kohmetscher and carried unanimously to 
accept and pay the annual membership dues to the MN League of Cities dues which are 
$420.00.   

○ Ayes: Mayor Lucas, Councilor Kohmetscher, & Councilor Collier 

● Board of equalization training will need to be done by the end of October, Mayor Lucas and 
Councilor Kohmetscher will be completing this.  

● The email accounts from gov office that will continue to be paid for will be for will be Kathy’s, 

the fire chief’s, Dave Isaacson’s, and Mayor Lucas’.  These cost money and some of them aren't 
being used. Other email service options with high security will be used by the rest of the council.   

 

City Policy Reviews:  

● Payroll procedures: Currently payroll gets turned in and paid on the same day or before.  Mayor 
Lucas and Counselor Kohmetscher are not comfortable with this practice. The paychecks should 
get turned in on the 15th and get paid 1-3 days thereafter which gives Kathy a chance to look at 

the payroll.  Dave Isaacson stated that the personnel policy states that you get paid the 15 and 

the last day of the month. Dave Isaacson added that it has been this way as long as he has been 
here and why change it? Mayor Lucas stated that he is uncomfortable signing a paycheck when 

the pay period hasn't ended.  Dave Isaacson stated that comes down to not trusting your 
employees.  Mayor Lucas stated that has nothing to do with it.  Counselor Kohmetscher stated 
that there isn't a company out there that is going to pre-pay their workers for assumed work.  

Mayor Lucas added that with the scrutiny that is coming over the city right now this is a 

dangerous practice.  Counselor Kohmetscher stated that the only way that would work would be 

to turn in your timecard from the week before and then there would be a waiting week while 

everything would be approved and then you would still be paid on the 15th. Counselor 
Kohmetscher stated that the 2 options they have would be a waiting period or push the pay day 
for 1-3 days after the timesheets are turned in. Mayor Lucas felt like the latter option would be 

better.  Kathy was asked what she thought, she stated that although she understands what Dave 

Isaacson is saying because it has always been that way, with the scrutiny on Kathy and the City 

that she thinks it should be 1 day later.  Dave Isaacson said that it would be 3 days later if it falls 
on a weekend. Mayor Lucas and Counselor Kohmetscher stated that they don't know of any jobs 

that pre-pay their employees or where you put in your timesheet and get paid the same day. 
Counselor Collier agrees that this should not be a pre-paid time period. The council agreed that 

the timesheets that get turned in on the 15th will be paid 1-2 business days after.   

 

● Motion by Councilor Kohmetscher, seconded by Councilor Collier and carried unanimously to 

approve the change in personnel policy that timesheets will get turned in on the 15th and the 

last day of the month and paychecks will be administered 1-2 business days afterwards.  

○ Ayes: Mayor Lucas, Councilor Kohmetscher, & Councilor Collier 
● There was a discussion of vacation days and how long vacation notices should be put in for and 

who else can be contacted while the person is on a vacation as the council wouldn’t want to 
bother the employee while on vacation. Also, how should the council be notified of vacation 
dates? Kathy clarified that if Dave Isaacson were to put in for a vacation, then she should inform 

Counselor Collier (on the personnel committee) and the council would need a list of contact 
people.  



 

 

● The council would like to have vacation requests put into writing and with as much notice as 
possible, they would like to add a policy that the City of Kettle River employees will submit a 
written request for vacation time to the supervisor and the personnel committee in advance for 
any non-emergency/planned time off.   

● The policy for your accrued sick time being paid out at retirement needs to be researched and 
looked at also.  

●  There should be a policy about not paying overtime that was accrued due to vacation time. 
Overtime would need to be approved. This will need to be brought up at the next meeting.  

● These policies will be researched and re-written prior to the next meeting and tabled until then.   

 

● Budget review.  Kathy made some revisions, so the adopted tax levy will be $91,220 
○ There is a proposed budget for the tax levy of $89,220 from last year. The taxes will go 

up approximately $1.00 from last year per household in the city.  Or if the council wants 

to keep the capital improvements in the budget, the taxes will go up approximately 

$22.00 per household, that will help get a new playground at the ballfield at some point. 
The council agreed to keep the budget at $89,220 without the capital improvements to 

keep the taxes as close to last year as possible.   

 

● Motion by Councilor Kohmetscher, seconded by Councilor Collier and carried unanimously to 

pass the budget for 2022 with a tax levy of $89,220.  
○ Ayes: Mayor Lucas, Councilor Kohmetscher, & Councilor Collier 

 

● Water/Sewer rates: We are in a shortfall from last year of $2470, the water expenses will be 

even more this year than last year we are this year, and we were just barely breaking even as it 

was.  The suggestion was for the base rate to go from $36 to $40 to compensate for the budget 

shortfall.  The council is concerned that the standpoint needs repairs and might not last long.  If 
that needs to be replaced it will be $70,000 if it even can be repaired, it will be somewhere 

around $10,000.  The formula for setting water and sewer rates suggested that Kettle River's 
base rate should be $45 just to break even, but the council doesn't want to increase it $9.00.  

The sewer funds are currently sustainable and don't need to be raised, but the water fund is not 
currently sustainable.  Although none of the council members want to raise this rate, in order to 

keep the city's water supply sustainable, the base rate will have to be raised. :-( 

 

● Motion by Councilor Collier, seconded by Councilor Kohmetscher and carried unanimously to 

raise the base rate for the water from $36.00/month to $40.00/month.  
○ Ayes: Mayor Lucas, Councilor Kohmetscher, & Councilor Collier 

 

● Motion by Councilor Kohmetscher, seconded by Councilor Collier and carried unanimously to 
accept the water fund budget at $76,650.  

○ Ayes: Mayor Lucas, Councilor Kohmetscher, & Councilor Collier 

 

● Motion by Councilor Collier, seconded by Councilor Kohmetscher and carried unanimously to 
accept the sewer fund budget which will remain approximately the same at $48,830.61.  



 

 

○ Ayes: Mayor Lucas, Councilor Kohmetscher, & Councilor Collier 

 

Old Business:  

● There will be a meeting on September 27 at 4:30 regarding the possible closing of the Kettle 

River maintenance facility at the Carlton County transportation facility.  Anyone who will be 

affected by this should go to this meeting to voice their opinion.   
● Kasden property update: There can be no action taken until the 30th day from 2nd revised letter 

that was sent to Mr. Kasden. It was stated that Kevin admitted that he made a mistake in 
sending the letter out to Mr. Kasden, Mayor Lucas said that in that time frame you can see what 

he has done over there where the city and the county can't do anything. What happened is that 
he has a corporation, and he is the only person in the corporation.  The letter needed to go to 

the corporation and not the person. He got another 30-day action which will end on September 
30th for $30,466 and then Greg Bernu will take the next steps if Mr. Kasden doesn't make the 
payment. The next time frame will be 30-60 days to remove personal properties or if the auditor 
has to offer payments.  The city of Kettle River would be made whole on their special 

assessments certified to them by November of 2020 with any down payment that Mr. Kasden 
pays to the county. The timing would be with the second half of the property tax distribution 

payment. There is a frustration that this is a city problem and there are many vehicles, trailers, 
and campers which are causing problems for the city while the timelines run their course.  

● It was brought up that Mr. Kasden had no right to move into a commercial property, a former 
restaurant, and call it a residence.  This is not allowed without the zoning official approving this 
change from a commercial to a residential property.  Mayor Lucas stated that he has no rights to 

move into the property or into a vehicle on the property.  Currently the City can't do anything, 

and the county can't do anything until the end of November assuming he isn't able to re-

purchase the property.  
● The council would like to get the sworn testimony of the officer who Mr. Kasden admitted to 

that the cats needing to be trapped in Kettle River were his cats so the fees associated with 
hiring Wayne Thom to trap them can be assessed to Mr. Kasden's property.  This will get run by 

the city attorney to make sure it is done lawfully.  
● The meeting was adjourned at 9:43 p.m.  

 

The next City Council meeting will be held Tuesday, October 12, 2021, at 7 p.m. at the City Hall.  

 

Submitted by,  

 

Kathryn Lake City Administrator/Clerk/Treasurer 

 


