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Kettle River City Council meeting continuation from October 12, was held in the meeting 

room of City Hall, Tuesday, October 19, 2021.  

Members Present: David Lucas, Council member Collier, Council member Doward, and 

Council member Kohmetscher.  

Absent:  

Staff Attending: Kathryn Lake, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer, David Isaacson, 

Utilities Superintendent, Kyle Riel, Fire Chief, Gerry Peterson, Maintenance worker  

Others attending: Patricia Lund, Marcia Sarvela, Ed Lund. Mark Peters, Ken Harju, Kathi 

Harju, Gary Marsyla, Judy Marsyla and Kevin Peura 

 

The meeting was called back to order at 7:03pm 

City Council:  

Mayor Lucas welcomed everyone and thanked them for coming back.  

When the meeting recessed the council was just going over the text message that Dave 

received from Counsel member Doward, and she walked out during the discussion, so we had 

to recess the meeting and close it because there was not a quorum at that point.   

Mayor Lucas stated that there are rumours going around that someone on the city council 

wants to get rid of the fire department. Mayor Lucas wanted to make sure that everyone 

knows that is not going to happen as long as he is Mayor, and that he will do everything in 

his power to keep the fire department open. Council member Kohmetscher and Council 

member Collier agreed.  

Mayor Lucas also said that last week the council members all received data requests from 

Counsel member Doward wanting all emails and text messages that must deal with city 

business.  These requests were for Dave, Council member Collier, Mayor Lucas, Kathy, 

Council member Kohmetscher, the Fire Chief, Janice, and Council member Doward.  Kathy 

has approximately 1800 pages printed out so far just from her own email account, this is 

costing the city more money and more resources.  Mayor Lucas sent Counsel member 

Doward an email to make sure she knew the cost for this request are $.25 per page after one 

hundred pages plus the cost of the staff resources, there has been no response so far.  

Council member Kohmetscher wanted to go on record to state that the way things are going 

right now is absolutely ridiculous.  There is so much finger pointing and chaos that the 

council cannot even go on with the business of running the city, which is why they are here, 

not to stir the pot, point fingers, and say I'm afraid of this person and accuse people of 

different things.  Mayor Lucas agreed that personal feelings need to be left at the door when 

we come in the building to do city business. The council is not there to do individual 

business, they are there to do the business of the city and nothing else. Council member 

Kohmetscher agreed, she also stated that city business needs to come to the city council and 

that no one council member should be acting on their own. Council member Collier also 

agreed.  
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Mayor Lucas stated that there are other local cities struggling, this isn't something only within 

our city, but something needs to change.   

 

Council member Doward joined the meeting at 7:25.  

 

Building inspector Rob Tschida: a house is getting built and a house has been completed.   

 

Planning and zoning: Council member Collier got a hold of Straight- Line and they gave a 

price for a survey of the city's properties for sale which was for $3000.00.  

 

A motion was made by Council member Collier and seconded by Council member 

Kohmetscher to hire Straight Line to get surveys of the 22 acres, the 3.19, and Bill's property 

completed.   

Ayes: Council member Collier, Councilmember Kohmetscher, Council member 

Doward, & Mayor Lucas 

 

Personnel committee vacancy needs to be filled.  There is someone interested in Tara's job 

but before interviews can happen the personnel committee needs to have another council 

member on it.  Council member Kohmetscher stated that she would be interested in sitting on 

the committee.  Council member Doward also stated that she wanted to be on the personnel 

committee. She asked if all 3 of them could sit on the personnel committee.  There are only 2 

spots on the personnel committee.  

 

There was a motion made by Mayor Lucas and seconded by Council member Collier for 

Council member Kohmetscher to sit on the personnel committee.  

Ayes: Council member Kohmetscher, Council member Collier, & Mayor Lucas 

Unintelligible: Counsel member Doward 

 

The Council will wait to fill the open seat on the safety committee.   

 

Correspondence:  

There was a letter from a former citizen on the Kasden property: 

 

To whom it may concern: 

I write today to voice my and several fellow community members' concerns regarding the 

property of Kenny Kasden’s parcel 19-140-00037. The town the size of Kettle River has one 

chance to make a first impression to passers-by whether they are traveling HWY 73 or the 

Soo Line Trail.  Unfortunately, Mr. Kasden ruins that impression with the eye sore he has 

created at the above-named address.  For those of us who take pride in our small town it is 

appalling to see his disaster daily.  My family and I now live outside of the city but that hasn't 

always been the case. We owned the property at 5635 county road twelve for several years 

and kept it well maintained and welcoming. Even so, we received various ordinance violation 

letters for petty unwarranted reasons. That is why I am beside myself that the city allows Mr. 

Kasden to continually decimate items on and around his property while leaving debris  
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everywhere.  Not only does it look hideous, but it also poses safety concerns for the 

community. I am hoping my complaint will be taken seriously and met with the appropriate 

resolve. 

Sincerely, Sarah Kracke. 

 

Council member Doward wanted to add that a few weeks ago there was a sheriff outside of 

the Kasden property with Mark from Federated and the first thing the sheriff asked was 

what's the difference between Kasden's property and the Chamber’s property He said if you 

are going to fine him for putting things outside his property then you have to go after the 

other or he can say that you are discriminating against him. Council member Doward stated 

that although we want Kasden's property to get cleaned up, his should not be the only 

property being addressed.  Mayor Lucas asked if the Chamber's property had been addressed? 

Council member Collier said that yes, it has in the past and he has cleaned things up or 

moved them around. Council member Kohmetscher stated that his is not destroyed camper 

right next to the road and blowing debris onto the roadway and onto other properties.  

Council member Doward stated that she understood but if you address one property you have 

to address them all.  Council member Collier stated that the Chamber's property has put their 

things to the side and the back, and it is not rubbish. Council member Doward stated that the 

council should be ready to prove that. Mayor Lucas stated that he thought the Excursion 

sitting there should be addressed but was not sure if that was on the Chamber's property or 

the auto garage on the other side. A walkthrough needs to be completed around the town and 

letters will be sent. There are other properties that receive letters continually for ordinance 

violations and they receive fees for those violations. As far as the Kasden property is 

concerned. He no longer owns that building, he is squatting there. 

 

Sick/vacation pay out on retirement. There is no current policy. Mayor Lucas would 

recommend 30% of sick time gets paid out at retirement and the full vacation time would get 

paid out.  

 

There was a motion made by Council member Kohmetscher and seconded by Council 

member Doward that 30% of sick time will get paid out and the full vacation time would get 

paid out to city employees upon retirement.  

Aye: Council member Kohmetscher, Council member Collier, Council member 

Doward, and Mayor Lucas  

 

There is a generator for the water treatment plant for sale for $5000.00. A containment area 

would need to be built around it, it would be put into storage until after winter. If the power 

went out it would run the water treatment plant until the fuel ran out.  It is a military grade 

generator.  
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A motion was made by Council member Collier and Seconded by Council member Doward 

to purchase the generator from the federal excess property for up to $6000.00 if it is in proper 

running order.  

 Aye: Council member Kohmetscher, Council member Collier, Council member 

Doward, and Mayor Lucas  

 

New Business 

There was a motion made by Council member Kohmetscher and seconded by Council 

member Collier to approve resolution 2021-13 to increase the water base rate from $36 to 

$40 to accommodate the budget beginning on January 1st.  

Ayes: Mayor Lucas, Council member Kohmetscher, Council member Collier 

No response: Council member Doward 

 

Garage sale: There is a citizen who would like to be able to have a garage sale more 

frequently.  The current ordinance states a 3-day maximum and no more than four garage 

sales conducted at one residence in twelve calendar months. Mayor Lucas would like to 

change the wording of how many can happen in twelve calendar months. This is only being 

reviewed for now.  The council agrees that everything would need to put away at the 3-day 

maximum, completely put away not tarped or covered.  

 

Council member Kohmetscher is willing to make the motion if the citizen doing the rummage 

sales understands that there is a complete removal of the rummage sale items from the yard 

and put away, no tarps or covers allowed. This ordinance change will be written up by Kathy 

to be voted on at the next meeting.  

 

Carlton county would like the city to remove snow and mow the recycling sheds. Council 

member Kohmetscher would like to know what they will do in return? would they remove 

snow from some city streets in return? Kathy stated “nothing”.  Council member 

Kohmetscher stated that she does not see any benefit to the city, Council member Doward 

stated that they kept the facility open. Dave Isaacson stated that the county is already around 

the area for the properties that they own so they could just as well mow it, and that the snow 

removal is not a big deal to keep the U open and he was already doing it last year. As far as 

mowing for the county the city would be willing to do so if the county is willing to give on 

their end also. Council member Kohmetscher stated that they could revisit it once the 

property is cleaned-up and the grass is re-seeded. The council would not want to risk the 

city's equipment on the county's property. Council member Collier stated that it would not be 

a big deal to do the mowing, but there should be at least a small reimbursement.  This will be 

looked into and revisited.  

 

Engagement letter from CarlsonSV so they can do the city’s audit. We already have a 

contract with them for it being a set amount for 3 years.   

 

There was a motion made by Council member Kohmetscher and seconded by Council 

member Collier for CarsonSV to do our auditing engagement process again this year.  
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Ayes: Council member Kohmetscher, Council member Collier, Mayor Lucas 

No Response: Council member Doward  

 

We must designate a wellhead protection manager per Chris Parthun from the MN 

department of health drinking water protection section.  Bernadine had the title before she 

retired.  They give you a list of things that must be done by certain years.  Dave Isaacson  

 

does not think there is a lot of work to be done, since we are now on review instead of 

completing the plans.  Council member Kohmetscher asked what kind of knowledge one 

would have to have to go through the review. Dave Isaacson stated that it is more just 

keeping an eye on it in the office that certain criterion must be done this year.  Mayor Lucas 

would like to designate Kathy for the title.  

 

There was a motion made by Council member Kohmetscher and seconded by Council 

member Doward to designate Kathy as the wellhead protection manager.  

 Ayes: Council member Kohmetscher, Council member Doward, Council member 

Collier, and Mayor  

Lucas 

 

New city webpage, hosting options? Monique wanted to know what the mayor was looking 

for the webpage to do. He responded that he wanted it to do the same things, but for less 

money. Kathy is going to talk to Tom Simi and Cybert-PC in Askov to see if they have any 

suggestions, the council will table this until the next meeting.  

 

Consent agenda from the previous meeting: The council had made some changes to the 

consent agenda at the last meeting, after reviewing the recording, the original minutes were 

correct.   

 

Mayor Lucas would like to change the verbiage of the policy on the pay checks.  Instead of it 

stating that pay checks be issued 1-2 days after the pay period ends, Mayor Lucas would like 

it to state 1-3 days.  

 

A motion made by Council member Kohmetscher and seconded by Council member Collier 

to change the days from the end of the pay period until the pay check’s issuance from 1-2 

days to 1-3 days to allow for processing time.  

Ayes: Council member Kohmetscher, Council member Collier, Mayor Lucas 

No Response: Council member Doward  

 

Mayor Lucas wanted to know if the snow that gets piled up next to the pavilion could get put 

somewhere else moving forward. Dave Isaacson said that yes, he could move the snow to 

another place.  

 

There was a motion made by Council member Kohmetscher and seconded by Council 

member Doward to approve the resignation of Janice Sherman.  
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Ayes: Council member Kohmetscher, Council member Collier, Mayor Lucas, Council 

member Doward  

 

With this open seat there are two options.  

 

First option, we could leave it open and there will be a special election February 9th which 

will cost the city extra money 

 

Second option, the city can appoint someone until the November election when people can 

run for that seat.  

 

There will need to be a resolution made to accept the resignation of Council member 

Sherman and create a vacancy. If anyone is interested in that seat, please let the council know 

before the next meeting.  

 

Purchase of the tax forfeited property.  The city has the first option to buy before it goes to 

auction when this comes up in April 2022. This would be a viable option to buy for $500.00 

as a fire sale of a blighted property. Council member Kohmetscher stated that it would be 

beneficial for the city to buy that property for $500.00 because then if a private individual is 

interested in buying the property the city could sell it and the buyer would have to clean it up 

and then the Council would have the option to review the individual's intentions with the 

property. Mayor Lucas stated that the faster the city can do this the better so at least the 

outside of the property should get cleaned-up before winter.  

 

Kathy would need to send a letter to Mr. Bernu stating that we were interested in purchasing 

the property which he would then submit to the county, then on the 26th Kathy could go up 

there with the $500.00 to purchase the property.   

 

There was a motion made by Council member Kohmetscher and seconded by Council 

member Collier to proceed with the purchase of the blighted property for up to $1000.00.   

Ayes: Council member Kohmetscher, Council member Collier, Mayor Lucas 

 Ayes: Council member Kohmetscher, Council member Collier, Mayor Lucas 

No Response: Council member Doward  

 

If we start taking bids on the 26th, what stipulations should we put on the bid proposals? The 

property will be cleaned-up within 2 weeks (if feasible) and the intent of what is going to be 

done with the property? How fast can you clean it up? Have the bids end by November 9th 

(the next council meeting).  

 

The question from Kevin Para was, if there is a stipulation in the proposals for having it 

cleaned up by a certain time will there be a retainer will be forfeited if the outside of the 

property is not cleaned up by the required date? The retainer should be at least the cost of the 

clean-up. Mayor Lucas suggested that when the bids come in, they be closed bids to the 

council, so they will not know who the proposal is for until after they decide on the bid.  
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Council member Kohmetscher stated that her concern would be that Mr. Kasden would 

somehow bid on the property and would not follow through with the stipulations.  Kevin 

Peura suggested that you have a stipulation in the bid that the city has the right to reject any 

bid. Rob Tschida suggested that if the decision will be based on the plan for the property,  

 

then it does not really matter who is making the bid and would not matter if it was 

anonymous.   

 

Mr. Reed had expressed that Split Rock and Silver Townships have not applied for the 

American Rescue Plan yet. The deadline for this is approaching.  

 

The council received a City of Kettle River internal incident form from Mr. Dave Isaacson on 

Counsel member Doward which states harassment on 10-7-21.  I received the attached text 

message on my personal phone from Council member Doward.  The text messages read as: 

 

Why was City Hall closed today? Kathy's car was there when I went by this morning, I think 

anyway. Maybe that was yesterday. Any note on the door? She has notice I had a call of 

resident was trying to pay bill, asked me why was City closed so many days? Dave, if you are 

allowed to speak to an elected official as a grown man could you please text what are your 

hours for today? My Camera just had you driving past house. I have not received anything 

from Kathy regarding this matter, maybe she is only letting Council member Collier know 

where she is.  

Dave replied via text message: There is a sign on the door.  

 

Monique stated: "that sounds like it is editing, but again, I have it right here. So, basically, I 

got a phone call. Is city hall not open? I said, it should be. So, I was on break, so I went up 

there, it was not there, and they wanted to pay their water bill and the only person that I knew 

to text is the people that was in the group, the committee group that we talked about last time.  

So basically, what I was asking was Where is Kathy? Is she there? and he did not answer and 

I'm like well you're a grown man, I had already known there has been this conflict some 

people can talk to me, some people can't, all I'm asking is, is she coming back? What should I 

tell them?” 

 

Mayor Lucas: Well, I think that previous, I do not remember what day it was.  

 

Monique: It was the same day.  

 

Kathy: That was Thursday 

 

Dave: That was Thursday, Wednesday morning or sometime Wednesday, Kathy sent out an 

email saying that she had medical reasons to close the office on Thursday and she sent that 

out to everybody on the email list.   

 

Monique: At that time, remember, I did not have email access.  
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Mayor Lucas: did you notify me that you didn't' have email access? because I texted you and 

said that Kathy emailed everybody  

 

Monique: no 

 

Mayor Lucas: Yes, I did.  

 

Monique: I did not have it on my phone, all my text messages are right here.  So, basically all 

I'm saying is that I was having this conversation and that is not harassment.  

 

Kathy: On Wednesday we re-did the password.  

   

Council member Doward: that is not harassment at all, and all I asked was you working, I just 

saw him drive past the house so I just wanted to know, will she be coming back, what should 

I tell this person? So, I did not get anything, and I dropped it. It is like whatever, so therefore 

last meeting, when we had our official city council meeting, I said I won't talk to any of the 

employees, and I am assuming they have been instructed not to talk to me.  

 

Mayor Lucas: No one has instructed anybody not to talk to you.  

 

Council member Doward: Ok 

 

Mayor Lucas: When we did our review with Pam, it was said that all contact needs to come 

through the mayor first and then go to Kathy.  

 

Council member Doward: You said data requests.  

 

Council member Kohmetscher: No, that was all city business because there is not any one of 

us that has any power all by ourselves.  

 

Council member Doward: That is correct. 

 

Council member Kohmetscher: Everything needs to come to the council and then be brought 

up at the meeting or it needs to go through Dave (Mayor Lucas) and then he can address it.   

 

Council member Doward: I am sorry and next time I will ask the city council if the city hall 

is going to open and what time and then I will let the resident know what time they will be 

open.   

 

Unknown: There is a payment drop box out there 

 

Council member Doward: Right, all I am saying is it should be up there.  
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Mayor Lucas and Council member Kohmetscher stated that there was also a note on the door.  

Mayor Lucas stated that there was also an email sent out to everybody and that he is sorry 

that she did not have her email access at that time but that she did not notify anybody.   

 

Council member Doward stated: well, ok, what are you going to do?  

 

Mayor Lucas: If it is not working then you should contact someone. 

 

Council member Doward: Well, it is done and done, I am tired of the back and forth and I 

cannot talk to anybody, I cannot request any data, it is just getting old.   

 

Council member Kohmetscher: I agree that things are getting old because everything is an 

attack.  

 

Council member Doward: it is.  

 

Council member Kohmetscher: We need to go through the proper channels, and we need to 

act as a government body, we can't have one person going out and stirring up all this chaos. It 

has to come here first or come through Dave (Mayor Lucas) first.   

 

Council member Doward: You're right.  

 

Council member Kohmetscher: That is exactly what that training session was all about.  

 

Council member Doward: Yeah, you're right.  

 

Council member Collier asked why his name was brought up in the text message and stated 

that if someone has a bill to pay and the office is closed there is a paybox on the side of the 

building.  

Council member Doward stated that she had mentioned his name because he was on the 

personnel committee and that she understood.   

 

Council member Doward stated that she was done with the text messages, and she wanted to 

move on.  Council member Kohmetscher stated that she didn't think it was done because she 

was getting combative, and they keep coming back to the same issues. Council member 

Kohmetscher stated that the intention of the council was not to have Monique (Council 

member Doward) feeling singled out. Council member Kohmetscher stated that she just 

wanted to make sure that if there is an issue that it is being brought through the correct 

channels so it can be dealt with properly and not cause all this chaos.   

 

Council member Doward stated that when she walked out of the last meeting that she had 

told everyone that "I would not talk to the employees because I am under the assumption I 

cannot. I am telling you that I have already made these statements, I'm done, so let's move on 

with the meeting." Mayor Lucas stated that he wanted to clarify one thing.    
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Council member Doward: "Oh my God, here we go with the text messages, we're done.  

 

Mayor Lucas: October 7th at 11:59 Monique sent a text to him: Why was city hall closed 

today? Yes, I took a picture here now closed.  Mayor Lucas sent back an email sent out  

yesterday stating that the office will be closed at 11:00 today. Mayor Lucas reiterated that he 

did send her a text message saying that the office would be closed. Monique said, ok.  Mayor 

Lucas said, "So you are saying that I didn't send it to you? I'm Just clarifying"  

 

Council member Doward: You know what everybody, I'm sorry, I must not have seen the dog 

gone thing, but are we going to sit here and argue about text messages, or can we conduct 

business and move on? 

 

Mayor Lucas stated yes because you are making these statements.   

 

Council member Doward said that she wasn't making any statements.   

 

Council member Kohmetscher: We need to make sure things get clarified, when things are 

out there written, we don't know who else has seen those. We need to make sure.  

 

Council member Doward: It's public knowledge. Everything around here, a lot of it, unless 

it's... 

 

Council member Kohmetscher: Unless it's misinformation 

 

Council member Doward: Unless it's with somebody's name on it, employees, most of it is 

public information, but what else is on the agenda so we can get it covered and everyone can 

go home for the evening? 

 

Council member Collier: Are you running the meetings nowadays or what's the deal here 

because to me this is BS, you shouldn't be saying we're done here, we're done here, no we are 

not done here.  We have a man here  

Council member Doward: I did not say, we've been here a long time and we have been 

talking about text messages.  

 

Council member Collier: I haven't eaten here either, so you hear me bellyaching over here? 

Here's the deal: I can survive a day or two, I think you can, but we have somebody who runs 

the meeting, let him run it.  

 

Council member Doward: I was just asking what else was on the agenda.  

 

Council member Kohmetscher: Well then, you may be quiet and find out, so moving along.  
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Mayor Lucas: So, there is another internal incident form against Council member Doward 

from Kathy Lake.  

This is an ongoing issue with Council member Doward, the day after Pam Whitmore 

was here to do training with council members, she sent an email stating that I lack the skills 

for my position. She states that I, Kathy, said I need Bernadine and Tara's help to complete 

my job.  Tara's position has always been a position, and never once have I stated that I need  

their help to complete my job. Tara has her own position, once again she does not have her 

facts straight and is personally attacking me.  October 5th, she sent texts to my personal 

phone and wanted me to send the agenda packet through text to her phone. I said I would not 

send the agenda by text and asked her please do not text my personal phone again. Gov office 

turned her email back on until December 28, 2021, on October 7 all council members 

received an email that I was closing the office at 11 am for medical. Doward sends an email 

to the co-worker asking why the office is closed and was there a note on the door? Everyone 

was notified and there was a note on the door. She also stated that I was on notice because 

she received a call from a resident that wanted to pay a bill on Wednesday and the office was 

closed. Yes, it was closed because it was 4pm. The office is only open 8-12, like it has been 

for years. She says the office has closed many days, which is not factual. Her behaviour 

towards myself and other city staff is hurting morale within the city. Her unjust accusations, 

example: that she is afraid to come to the office because I may pull a gun on her needs to 

stop. She keeps attacking my character and I will not tolerate this any longer. Signed Kathy 

Lake.  

 

Mayor Lucas: Is there anything else, anyone else?  

 

Council member Collier: No, I do not know what we are going to do to remedy any of this 

because this is getting so dog gone out of control this is ridiculous. Like you said before, this 

is... You say you mean well for the city and this and that and then you come up with junk 

every so often, I don't know how else you put it because it is just too bad.  

 

Council member Kohmetscher: We must work together instead of working against one 

another constantly. We are never going to get anything done if we are constantly internally 

bickering. There is just no way to run the city this way. 

 

Council member Collier: We've listened to Monique (Council member Doward) before, bring 

up a few things that we have agreed, listened to and all that, but there is a lot of stuff that is 

going on that is a lot of bs, I don't know how else to put it.  Then you are going to shut us 

down and tell us to be quiet because we get on with our meeting. I cannot figure out why you 

are doing what you are doing, that's what I don't get.  I am getting sick and tired of it myself.  

 

Council member Kohmetscher: We did address this kind of, toward the end, before the 

meeting needed to recess, that you were not going to be contacting the city staff directly, 

correct? You did say that as you were leaving. So, you will follow protocols, the standard 

practices/procedures as being a city council member and go through the proper channels and 

that would be the believe that start to heal.  
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Council member Doward: And you are all hearing this right? We are in 2021 and you did 

hear me say that I will not contact any of the employees as an elected official. I am not to 

contact because that is not the proper channel. Any other city council member, the proper 

channel for them to contact whoever they tell whenever they tell.  So that's all I want to say.  

 

Council member Kohmetscher: No, that wasn't right either.  

 

Council member Collier: I didn't follow that either.  

 

Council member Kohmetscher: It's because there is so much discord here that the direct 

contact between the city employees and yourself, everything should be going through the 

personnel committee or the mayor anyway.  It should not be coming from any one city 

council member, and I would never come up to a city employer and accuse them of not being 

able to do their job.   

 

Council member Doward: I never, I've never... 

 

Council member Kohmetscher: But you have.  

 

Council member Doward: Listen,  

 

Council member Kohmetscher: It is in writing; it is all over the place.  

 

Council member Doward: After she told me it is none of my business, what am I supposed to 

do, just stand there? I am a grown woman. I am going to be honest with you, the only reason 

that this is like this is because I'm black.  That is, it.   

 

Council member Collier: Oh Boy, here we go.  

 

**Many people saying No, no, that is not it** 

 

Council member Doward: Yes, it is.  

 

**Several people talking, unintelligible***  

 

Council member Doward: It is true, and it is, because when you told me not to come into the 

office, but I see you outside talking to her Janice was able to come up to the office... 

Unintelligible* 

 

Many people talking, Unintelligible*** 

 

Council member Doward: .... go through the mayor, and nobody else must do that, you just 

installed that as I was just on council, how do you justify that? But you know, it's ok, it's 

alright.  
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Mayor Lucas: I guess the training session with Pam... 

 

Council member Doward: Are you almost done with this meeting because I do have to... 

 

Mayor Lucas: I guess that training session with Pam, I guess that you can just throw that out 

the window.  

 

Council member Kohmetscher: Well right, that was for no reason whatsoever.   

 

Council member Doward: If you are going to be that way just be honest, I would rather you 

tell me, hey I do not like you because you're black and let's just move on.   

 

Council member Kohmetscher: But that has nothing to do with anything 

 

Mayor Lucas: Nothing, that has nothing to do with it at all.  

 

Council member Kohmetscher: There are no racial issues here whatsoever. None.  

 

Council member Doward: It has got to be.  

 

Kathy: No there is not, I have a half African American and half Native American child.  

 

Council member Kohmetscher: When you have someone come up to you and tell you to your 

face that you are unable to do your job and everybody is going to know about it, you think 

that you wouldn't have a personal feeling toward that person and if that person... 

 

Council member Doward & Council member Kohmetscher: Unintelligible 

 

Council member Doward: Everybody now is oh she said that, no it's the truth, and I get it, I 

get it, I got it when I first got here but I said I'm a bigger person I'm gonna work with it.  

Listen, I'm done with it, Let's move on with the meeting because this ain't on the agenda.   

 

Council member Kohmetscher: You know you keep on talking about moving on with the 

meeting, but you walked out last week.  

 

Council member Doward: I'm here now.   

Council member Kohmetscher: Ok, but you don't get to dictate when this meeting is done.  

 

Council member Doward: I'm here now.  

 

Council member Kohmetscher: I see that, and I hear that.  
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Council member Doward: and I'm ready to move on. Jesus.  

 

Kevin Peura: Monique, Can I say something? 

 

Council member Doward: Yes Sir.  

 

Kevin Peura: You know I talk to a lot of people around this town.  

 

Council member Doward: Yup.  

 

Kevin Peura: And I hear a lot of stuff, nobody has ever made a comment like that, and I will 

swear to that on the Bible, and I talk to a lot of people.   

 

Citizen: Amen.  

 

Kevin Peura: So, I think you are mistaken.  

 

Council member Doward: I am not mistaken, I understand you have good intentions, because 

you are a good guy  

 

Kevin Peura: That's the truth.  

 

Council member Doward: But listen, you don't understand what I've had to deal with. You 

haven't walked in my shoes being on this council, ain't nobody had to deal with what I've had 

to deal with  

 

Kevin Peura: Nobody has ever made a comment like that.  

 

Mayor Lucas: Kathy, are you part Native American or are you full Native American? 

 

Kathy: Me? I'm part Native American and I have a half Native American child and a Half 

African American child.   

 

Mayor Lucas: So, for one, she is not full white, she's Native American, so if you want to 

throw the  

 

Council member Doward: Laughs... Listen, that's not what I'm saying.  Laughs.  

 

Mayor Lucas: Skin colour has nothing to do with it in this council and it never has.   

 

Council member Collier: Monique, what you have had in your past is one thing 

 

Council member Doward: Unintelligible 
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Council member Collier: All I'm saying is that I can understand you have had some problems 

in the past probably but that is not us here.   

 

Council member Kohmetscher: I have never dealt with something like this in this town 

before.   

 

Council member Collier: I have never been prejudice, never brought up prejudice, you're not 

going to tell me I'm prejudice.  

 

Council member Kohmetscher; No, absolutely not.  

 

Council member Doward: I didn't 

 

Council member Collier: You just did, you said everybody is, you said it is because you are 

black, it's got nothing to do with nothing.  

 

Council member Doward: Boy, I mean man, I'm sorry sir I didn't mean to.  

 

Council member Collier: Well, here's the deal I just told you I don't know what your past 

history is, wherever you lived before you didn't run into problems, I'm not saying that never 

happened, I'm not stupid I've seen enough in life and in history and everything else to kind of 

know what kind of went on.   

 

Council member Doward: I'm from the South and I have never had to deal... unintelligible.   

 

Council member Collier: Well, I am not saying it but that doesn't give you the right to come 

in here and say we are all prejudiced.  

 

Council member Doward; I, Listen.  

 

Council member Kohmetscher: or put down other people.  

 

Council member Collier: Whatever 

 

Mayor Lucas: Content of character.   

 

Council member Doward: Ok, now it is my character on the line. Ok. Are we done? 

 

Mayor Lucas: That is what we base things on, is content of character. Not because of your 

skin tone.   
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Council member Doward: Are we done? Well, I'm not going to ask if we are done, I'm 

leaving, you all have a good night.   

 

Council member Kohmetscher: It doesn't matter.  

 

Kathy: If she walks out again, she should have to resign.  

 

Council member Doward: I'm not resigning, I mean we are talking about something that is 

not on the agenda, if it's not on the agenda then we move on.   

 

Council member Kohmetscher: but it was 

 

Council member Doward: It's not on my agenda right here.  

 

Council member Kohmetscher: There are complaints that need to be addressed.  

 

Kathy: It doesn't need to be on the agenda because it is not a special meeting.  

 

Council member Doward: This is not about the complaints nor the agenda. It's not on either 

one. So how do you explain that? 

 

Mayor Lucas: You are blaming us for something that we are not and who brought it up? 

 

Council member Doward: I brought it up.  

 

Mayor Lucas: Exactly 

 

Kevin Peura: There you go.  

 

Council member Doward: And I'm just saying, you don't want me to bring it up? But it is 

what it is.   

 

Mayor Lucas: it is not.   

 

Council member Kohmetscher: but it's not.  

 

Council member Doward: It is.  

 

Mayor Lucas: you are mistaken 

 

Council member Doward: I'm not mistaken, it is what it is.   

 

Citizen: Stop it.  
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Council member Doward walks out.  

 

Council member Collier: Good night.  

 

Council member Doward: Good night y'all be safe.   

 

 

 

A citizen asked about the data request that Council member Doward had made.  It was 

explained that Council member Doward had made a request for all council members' and 

most of the city staff's email correspondences.  Kathy has been working on this request and 

so far, has put in 10 hours on the request and over 2500 pages at the time of the meeting.  

Council member Doward will have to pay for these pages in order to receive them, the cost 

being $.25/copy plus staff time to compile the request and the cost of materials.  Mayor Lucas 

has emailed Council member Doward the state statute where she will have to pay for these 

and how many copies had been printed out so far.  There was no response at the time of the 

meeting.   

 

 

● Motion made by Council member Collier and seconded by Council member 

Kohmetscher to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 p.m.  

 

The next City Council meeting will be held Tuesday, November 9, 2021, at 7 p.m. at the City 

Hall.  

 

Submitted by,  

 

Kathryn Lake City Administrator/Clerk/Treasurer 

 


