CITY OF KETTLE RIVER
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
December 14, 2021

Kettle River City Council meeting was held in the meeting room of City Hall, Tuesday,
December 14, 2021.

Members Present: Mayor Lucas, Councilor Collier, Councilor Doward, and Councilor
Kohmetscher.

Absent:

Staff Attending: Kathryn Lake, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer, Gerald Peterson, Utilities
Superintendent, Robert Tschida,

Others attending: Marcia Sarvela, Laura Simi, Elizabeth Mascarenes, Todd Lawrence, Kevin
Peura, Ken Harju, Kathi Harju, James J Sanders, Patty Lund, Ed Lund, Alanea White

Mayor Lucas called the meeting to order at 7:02pm

There was a motion made by Councilor Kohmetscher and seconded by Councilor Collier to
accept the consent agenda:

Ayes: Councilor Collier, Councilor Kohmetscher, Mayor Lucas
Nays: Councilor Doward

Motion carries

1. Minutes of November 9, , 2021 regular council meeting and November 24, 2021, Special
meeting. Two corrections need to be entered prior to posting minutes.

2) Claims (6396-6400, 6402-6403, 6405-6412=$5049.89)

3) Cash control statement, receipt, and disbursement registers.

Councilor Doward asked about the page 2 of the November 9th meeting minutes stating that
something wasn't discussed that was in the minutes. Councilor Kohmetscher and Mayor
Lucas stated that it was discussed. Councilor Doward stated that it must be her recollection.
Councilor Kohmetscher stated that it was most certainly discussed.

Mayor Lucas stated that Mr. Tschida should be under staff attending and Mayor Lucas was put
in the "other's attending" in error.

Aye: Councilor Collier, Councilor Kohmetscher, Mayor Lucas
Nay: Councilor Doward

Motion Carries

Administrative Department:

e Regular daily, weekly, monthly duties were carried out.



CITY OF KETTLE RIVER
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
December 14, 2021

The Out on a Limb property deed was received and has been transferred to Jamie and
Russell Dobosenski. The closing on the 22+ acres was on December 8th. The checks
for both properties are in the bank.

Kathy went to St. Cloud on December 6th for a MN Rural Water Association training
on different fundings that are out there, which was suggested by Dave Issacson. Since
there wasn't a City Council meeting before the training, Kathy went to the Personnel
Committee, they agreed that she should to the training. The main purpose for going to
the training was to discover where the funding for the standpipe was going to come
from. They suggested the funding would be a loan through MN Rural Water. Kathy
also found out that there would be a possibility for funds for a tractor for the Utilities
Department and they have more Covid-19 federal money coming out in February and
there is a possibility of a grant through those funds. Councilor Kohmetscher and
Councilor Collier stated that information is so valuable and that was why they decided
it was so important for her to go. Mayor Lucas asked if there was a possibility for a
grant for the generator through the same funds. Kathy said that was a possibility if it
was a new generator but not for purchasing a previously owned generator.

Kathy spoke with Ben Feldman from KLM Engineering and asked if it would be worth
the city putting a camera down the Standpipe to see what the inside was like. He stated
that cost wise, no, because they already know it needs to be replaced. KLM is going to
work with their contractors that they use to get the city quotes. Once the project is
done KLM will do all the inspections. KLM is also who lined the water tower the last
time. Mayor Lucas asked Kathy to see if KLM will re-inspect the water tower fully
after they re-line it.

Kathy spoke with Carlson SV about the upcoming audit, and she spoke with Mike
Burbany, the financial advisor for MN Rural Water, which is who the loan for the
standpipe would be through. He said that since we already raised the base rate for the
water, that the volume or the usage should go from $5.00 to $5.75 because when you
get this loan, the state is like a co-signer, and because of that you need to produce
$10,000 more than what you did the year before. If they did that then they would meet
the requirements that they would need to with the state.

We received a dividend refund from the insurance company for $2200 and there will
be a refund coming from the insurance premium of $868, these will go back into the
general fund.

There are 2 townships that haven't paid for their Fire Department contract, one of them
needed to be re-submitted to the correct person and the other township is refusing to
pay as they have questions about the fire department'’s funding. Councilor
Kohmetscher asked how that gets resolved? Do they get cut from the fire district?
Bernadine was going to speak with Sue Pederson, who is the individual with the
questions, because these questions are about audits from before Kathy started. When
Bernadine has tried to set up a meeting Sue Pederson hasn't been able to attend

Kathy stated that she would like to reinforce that she will not be responding to emails
if they have not followed the proper protocol. Mayor Lucas stated OK.

Mayor Lucas asked if the second camera was working. Kathy said it is working but it
isn't up.
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e There was a discussion about a property with a $459 past due water and sewer bill that
cannot be assessed to property taxes.

o Councilor Collier made a motion, seconded by Councilor Kohmetscher to write
off the $459.00 past due water and sewer bill that cannot be assessed to
property taxes.

o Ayes: Councilor Collier, Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Doward, Mayor
Lucas
Motion Carries

e Mayor Lucas asked if there was anything else for Kathy? There was no response.

Utilities Department:

e \Water Pumped for the month of November was 158,700 gallons

Fluoride report is completed. It was due on the 10th.

Completed the wastewater which is due the 21st of the month.

Had to re-take a water sample for the department of health, this was done on December 8.

Quotes for the rain gutters will have to wait until spring.

The brush pile can be burned when 4" of snow is on the ground, not quite there yet.

Checked with Nygum Electric on the cost of transformers to make the generator work for

the water treatment plant. Checked to see if the generator is still available for $1250, but

the voltage on the generator is only 416 and the water treatment plant takes 480 volts.

e Took down one security camera at the rest area as the battery went dead. Kathy
recharged it from the computer, and it seems to be working now. Jerry suggests that it be
remounted towards the basketball and playground area.

e The fire department will flood the skating rink area when they have a chance.

e Put orange cones up around town as preventative maintenance so people won't hit snow
covered essentials.

e Consider replacing the next 20-25 water meters for the residents of the city. Core and
Main price for an I-Pearl meter is now $152 each.

e Put orange cones up around town on water standpipes and the horseshoe pit stakes for the
winter, so people would not hit the. Preventive maintenance.

e Mayor Lucas asked if anyone had any other questions for Jerry. No one did.

Fire department:

e 3fire calls in November

e 1 Fire call so far in December

e No medical calls, medical calls have been happening during the day and there hasn't been
anyone with the Kettle River Department to take them, so Carlton, Mahtowa, or Moose
Lake covers those calls.

e John Lingle worked on the brush pile, so it is ready to burn when there is enough snow
and the weather is right.
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e The fire department will flood the ice-skating rink once the weather is cold enough. They
will let Kathy know when it is completed.

e Both trucks went to the Christmas parade in Moose Lake.

e New quotes coming out for the fire department and necessary equipment
upgrades/replacements.

e Vehicles are running well, no issues. Emergency Apparatus came for a leak. The part
came more quickly than expected and was fixed. This was due to normal wear and tear
as the truck is getting older.

Committees:

Planning and Zoning: Councilor Collier hasn't heard anything on the properties besides that
they have been surveyed and the markers have been buried.

Personnel Committee: The employee reviews will be discussed at the closed meeting.
The meeting was closed at 8:49 to discuss employee reviews.
The meeting was re-opened at 9:17.

Councilor Collier made a Motion, Councilor Kohmetscher seconded, to accept the city
employee's performance review evaluations.

Ayes: Councilor Collier, Councilor Kohmetscher, Mayor Lucas

Nays: Councilor Doward

Motion Carries

Kathy wanted to know if Jerry would get paid holiday pay the same way that Dave would have
as a full-time employee. The council decided that they should pay Jerry the same way that they
were paying Dave while he is working the full-time position.

e Mayor Lucas made a motion, Councilor Collier seconded to pay Jerry Holiday pay while
he is performing a full-time position.

e Ayes: Councilor Collier, Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Doward, Mayor Lucas
e Motion carries

Building Inspector: Talk of the campground, if there is a campground going in there, the
property would have to be rezoned and it would not be able to be with a conditional use permit.

City Council:
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e Mayor Lucas wanted to thank everyone who came to help for the Christmas Tree
Lighting, there was good attendance, and to the Butkiewicz family farm for donating the
tree, and to Randy Saarvela for donating the lights. Ma & Pa sent thank you notes to both
of them.

e The city needs to fill a city position for a staff member who is currently out on medical leave for
5-6 weeks. Councilor Collier stated that he talked to Bobby Kisler, and that he would be
interested in it temporarily.

e Councilor Kohmetscher made a motion to hire Bob Kisler as a temporary maintenance
worker at $11.00 an hour starting tomorrow for Wednesday's, Saturday's, and Sunday's.

o Ayes: Councilor Collier, Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Doward, Mayor
Lucas.
o Motion Carries

e Councilor Collier made a motion, Councilor Kohmetscher seconded. to increase Jerry
Peterson's wage (while stepping in for Dave Issacson) from $12.00/hour to $14.00/hour
starting on Monday, December 13.

o Ayes: Councilor Collier, Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Doward, Mayor
Lucas
o Motion Carries

Tax Levy and assessments to Carlton County:
The general tax levy is $89,220
The GO water debit is at $13,314

The back water and sewer and administrative fees is at $9263.28

e Councilor Collier made a Motion seconded by Councilor Kohmetscher to accept the
adopted and final tax levy for Carlton County.

o Aye: Councilor Collier, Councilor Kohmetscher, Mayor Lucas
o Nay: Councilor Doward
o Motion Carries

Discussion on the Commercial Building Inspector proposal received. Councilor Collier
suggested that we check with the state and see what our options are. Kathy will do this.

Letter of Retirement from the Utilities Superintendent, Dave Isaacson, February 22, 2022.
Something needs to get in the paper ASAP so the city can hire someone by the first Tuesday in
February. The February Council meeting will be changed to February 1st.
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Class C & D licenses need to be obtained within 6 months. Dave Isaacson said that he would be
willing to help the city for 30 days after his retirement. Starting wage will be advertised as
$15.15-$16.65 depending on experience and licensure. This also includes benefits. State in the
ad, responsible for city water and sewer operation, supervisory position, additional information
can be included in the job description.

e Councilor Collier made a motion, Councilor Kohmetscher seconded to put an
advertisement for the utilities department supervisor position in the paper.

o Aye: Councilor Collier, Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Doward, Mayor
Lucas
o Motion Carries

Mayor Lucas has a letter from the ARDC (Arrowhead Regional Development Committee),
Mayor Lucas has spent 3 years on their board, his term is up and he needs someone to re-
nominate him. Councilor Kohmetscher nominated Mayor Lucas.

e Councilor Collier made a motion, Councilor Kohmetscher seconded, to accept Councilor
Kohmetscher nominating Mayor Lucas to the ARDC for another term.

o Ayes: Councilor Collier, Councilor Kohmetscher and Mayor Lucas
o Nays: Councilor Doward
o Motion Carries

Letters of interest for the open council seat, which would be temporary until November of 2022:
Kenneth Harju, Todd Lawrence, & Elizabeth Mascarenas all submitted letters of interest.

Councilor Kohmetscher stated that she liked how Elizabeth Mascarenas’ letter was written and
that she was a 20-year resident of Kettle River. Councilor Kohmetscher stated that Ken Harju
would also be a good choice, and that he has been on the city council before.

Mayor Lucas asked the following question to each individual: What made you decide to put in an
application for the council seat?

Elizabeth Mascarenas stated that she has been looking at doing it for the last couple of years, but
with her family situation had been unable to, now she can devote time to be more involved in the
community.

Kenneth Harju: He has some desire to be on the city council as he was born and raised here and
since there was an opening, he would like to share what he can with the city, it's just a matter of
giving back.
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Todd Lawrence: Stated that he raised a son here and he thinks the parks and recreation in the
town are very important and that is something that he would really like to focus on as well as
having a more tranquil town where people can get along and work together for the betterment of
everybody. Todd also realizes that this is a small town, and that people don't like change. He
feels like it shouldn't be forced upon them. There is nothing wrong with a bedroom community,
it shouldn't be a negative thing. People feel at home, they have been here for generations and
that should be respected first. Most importantly he would like to see that somebody who lives
here is on the council instead of someone who is not familiar to the area.

. Mayor Lucas stated that the people who have shown interest, whether chosen by the council or
not, should run for the open seat in the election in November.

e Councilor Kohmetscher made a motion, Councilor Collier seconded, to accept Elizabeth
Mascarenas to fill the open council seat.

o Ayes: Councilor Collier, Councilor Kohmetscher, Mayor Lucas
o Nays: Councilor Doward
o Motion Carries

Board of equalization, 2 people need to take the course: Councilor Kohmetscher is willing to do
it, but it needs to be done now. Mayor Lucas has already signed up for the course. Councilor
Doward stated that she is willing to do it but doesn't know how to do it. Kathy will try to send
the link. Councilor Doward and Mayor Lucas will do the course.

Correspondence:

Letter from Carlton County, they want us to do the “finish” plowing and shoveling in front of the
recycling shed. They will do the main plowing. They would like to make changes to the
catchment basin. This should be fine as the changes would be on the right of way. In the
summertime, they will come in June and August to clip weeds.

e Councilor Collier made a motion, Councilor Kohmetscher seconded, to have the city
maintenance people finish the plowing and the snow removal around the recycling shed.

o Aye: Councilor Collier, Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Doward, Mayor
Lucas
o Motion approved.

e Councilor Collier made a motion, Councilor Doward seconded, for the county to do a
removal of the catchment basin.
o Aye: Councilor Collier, Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Doward, Mayor
Lucas
o Motion approved.
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Letter from Concerned citizen:
The letter was a complaint against a council member.
New Business:

Trey, from Tower Tap, would like to get the liquor license renewal approved on contingency of
the paperwork coming back from the state approved.

e Councilor Collier made a motion, Councilor Doward seconded, that the Tower Tap
Liquor License be approved with the contingency that the approval come back from the
state.

o Ayes: Councilor Collier, Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Doward, Mayor

Lucas
o Motion approved

Reminder that the city council emails through gov office will be closed on December 28 of this
year if you are using this email address to provide the city with a new one. Councilor Doward
asked if this is just the email or the city website? At this point just the email, the new website
hasn't been built. Councilor Doward wanted to keep her email into the new year. Kathy said that
in talking to the auditor, no, it wouldn't be a good idea. Councilor Doward said ok. She inquired
if it was the city auditor.

e Motion made by Councilor Collier and seconded by Councilor Kohmetscher to adjourn
the meeting at 9:33 p.m.
o Ayes: Councilor Collier, Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Doward, Mayor
Lucas

o Motion Carries

The next City Council meeting will be held Tuesday, January 11, 2021, at 7 p.m. at the City Hall.

Submitted by,

Kathryn Lake City Administrator/Clerk/Treasurer



