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KETTLE RIVER CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Tuesday April 14, 2026 7:00 PM 
 
Pledge to Allegiance 
 
Call to Order Mayor Lucas called the meeting to order at 7:00pm 
 
Present: Mayor Dave Lucas, Councilor Miya Kohmetscher, Councilor Marcia Sarvela, Councilor 
Patricia Lund, Councilor Elizabeth Mascarenas 
 
Absent: None 
 
Staff Present: City Administrator Kathy Lake, Deputy Clerk Carol Grutkoski, Fire Chief Issac Gran 
 
Staff Absent: None 
 
Guest: Laura Simi, Gordon Berthiaume, Alex Darrington, Morgan Yeats 
 
Guest Speaker: Kris Ambuehl, Wanda Berthiaume, Todd Lawrence, Dan Fogarty 
 
Public Hearing: 
Mayor Lucas closed the regular meeting at 7:02pm and opened the Public Hearing. 
 
Bollig (Kris Ambuehl) Public Facilities Improvement & Lead Service Lines 

1. Bollig is pursuing funding for Kettle River Facilities improvement projects 
2. Projects discussed: Water Distribution System including Water Storage, Wastewater 

System, Lead Service Lines 
 
Regular Meeting re-opened at 7:25pm 
 
Public Comment: 
Wanda Berthiaume – City Park Playground 

1. Currently, the end of the playground slide is about 5’ away from sidewalk, there is a 
danger of kids coming down the slide and hitting the sidewalk. 

a. Wanda would like to turn playground, so the slide is towards Federated Co-op. 
b. Wanda needs to contact Federated for permission from them. 

2. Where should the pea gravel go? Put it in a pile and the city will move it. 
3. Wanda proposes that the city form a Parks & Recreation committee. 

 
Dan Fogarty 

1. Dan would like to use the city ballfield for practice on Saturday or Sunday morning. 
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2. The Council gave him permission to use the ballfield for practice on Saturday and 
Sunday mornings. 

 
Todd Lawrence 

1. Used 35,000+ gallons in December 
2. Would like the City of Kettle River to reduce its late fee charges 

 
Dan Reed 

1. Mr. Reed has funding to remove the old co-op building, and will ask for bids, current low 
bid is $90k, because of the state of building all material is considered hazardous. 

2. Mr. Reed wants the current owner of the co-op building to sign a quit claim deed with 
the City of Kettle River to streamline the process to receive the funding. City would need 
to provide the quit claim deed.  

3. Councilor Kohmetscher expressed concerns about the City of Kettle River being 
responsible for cleaning up the building because funding falls through. Mr. Reed said the 
City could ask for a letter from Carlton County for assurance that the funding is available 
and could have covenants put in the quit claim deed so that the property reverts to 
original owner if the City doesn’t receive funding within a set amount of time. 

 
Consent Agenda:  
Motion to accept the following was made by Councilor Sarvela, seconded by Councilor 
Kohmetscher. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Councilor 
Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion carries. 
 

1) Minutes of March 10, 2026, Regular City Council Meeting  
2) Claims (7629-7662 = $26,983.50). 
3) Cash control statement, receipts, disbursements 
 

Reports of City Departments and Committees:  
1. Administrative Department 

a. Regular daily, weekly, monthly. 
b. Training – learned that a lot of cities are no longer using gWorks and have moved to 

Banyon. 
c. Met with Banyon via Zoom. It appears to be a better tool and will cover all areas of the 

City’s office work. 
d. Data Practice requests have been completed. 
e. Cap missing from the standpipe near 3952 Birch St., the cap should be replaced since it 

keeps debris out. 
f. Two streetlights have been repaired, waiting on two others for Lake Country Power to 

add electricity. 
 
2. Utilities Department 

a. Standard month of operation. 
b. Wells were inspected. 
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c. No emergencies. 
d. Recommends remixer for water tower, send reminders to residents about what 

shouldn’t be put in the sewer. 
3. Fire and First Responder Department 

a. three mutual aid pages 
b. A Replacement First Responder vehicle is available, it’s a 2013 Suburban 4WD, bigger 

engine, new battery, new tires, has lights. Will need to add the Kettle River decal and 
additional reflective material (currently black). 

c. Brush rig pumping unit for the brush truck is available at no cost. Will sell old unit on 
auction. 

 
4. Personnel Committee 

a. The Personnel committee conducted an interview for the Deputy Clerk position, but the 
candidate withdrew her application. 

b. Jeramy Hall, the Maintenance Manager, quit unexpectedly. 
c. The Personnel committee interviewed Alex Darrington for the part time maintenance 

position. He is also interested in full time position. 
d. Cell Phones with GPS – StraightTalk, Galaxy A17 and Silver plan 

i. Plans: Silver $45/month free phone, unlimited data; $55/month free phone, 
unlimited data; $35/month does not include phone, 10G data 

ii. Need to add a time clock app 
iii. Need to write a policy to cover expectations and use of City phone. 

 
5. Planning and Zoning 

a. Resident asked for variance for a garage but doesn’t know exactly where the property 
line is so the committee asked he to have his property surveyed. 

b. Great River Energy – pulled out of putting in new substation because of ground 
contamination, the state is aware of the contamination 

6. City Council 
a. Councilor Mascarenas will not be at City BBQ 
b. Discussion regarding forming a Parks & Recreation committee (tabled) 

 
Correspondence: 
 
Old Business:   
1. Approval of playground  

a. Quote for rubber mulch (20’x40’x4”) $2856.00 for 77 cu ft.  
b. May need to provide a way to unload material off delivery truck. 
c. Motion to approve buying 77 cu ft of rubber mulch for $2856.00 made by Councilor 

Sarvela, seconded by Councilor Mascarenas. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor 
Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Councilor Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion 
carries. 
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d. Motion to approve playground repairs made by Councilor Sarvela, seconded by 
Councilor Kohmetscher. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor 
Lund, Councilor Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion carries. 

 
 
2. Quotes for installing security cameras  

a. The city has not found anyone to install cameras 
 
3. Streetlights-sodium bulbs are no longer available  

a. Two lights on Main St have been repaired; three other lights do not have power and we 
are waiting for Lake Country Power to add the electrical. 

 
4. Resolution 2026-03 RESOLUTION OF APPLICATION MPFA Application Resolution and 

Certifications (Certification sent in) 
a. Motion to accept Resolution 2026-03 made by Councilor Mascarenas, seconded by 

Councilor Lund. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, 
Councilor Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion carries. 

 

5. Resolution 2026-04 for Ordinance 115 Lead Service Line  
a. Motion to accept Resolution 2026-04 made by Councilor Kohmetscher, seconded by 

Councilor Mascarenas. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, 
Councilor Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion carries. 

 
6. Resolution 2026-05 for applying to the Minnesota Public Facilities 

a. Motion to accept Resolution 2026-05 made by Councilor Mascarenas, seconded by 
Councilor Sarvela. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, 
Councilor Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion carries. 

 
7. Resolution 2026-06 for adopting the Facilities Plan for the City of Kettle River 

a. Motion to accept Resolution 2026-06 made by Councilor Lund, seconded by Councilor 
Kohmetscher. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, 
Councilor Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion carries. 

 
2. Ordinance 115 Replacement of Lead Service Line 

a. Motion to accept Ordinance 115 made by Councilor Mascarenas, seconded by Councilor 
Lund. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Councilor 
Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion carries. 
 

New Business: 
1. Audit Book Approval 

A. Motion to approve audit book made by Councilor Mascarenas, seconded by Councilor 

Lund. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Councilor 

Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion carries. 
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2. Pricing for Air Dryer for Water Treatment Plant 

A. $1611.00 for the air dryer. 

B. Motion to purchase air dryer for $1611.00 made by Councilor Kohmetscher, seconded 

by Councilor Mascarenas. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor 

Lund, Councilor Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion carries. 

3. Approve Silver Township 2027 Fire Service Contract $12,180.00 

A. Motion to approve Silver Township 2027 Fire Service Contract for $12,180.00 made by 

Councilor Kohmetscher, seconded by Councilor Sarvela. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, 

Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Councilor Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. 

Motion carries. 

4. Approve Kalevala 2027 Fire Service Contract $19,720.00  

A. Motion to accept Kalevala 2027 Fire Service Contract for $19,720.00 made by Councilor 

Kohmetscher, seconded by Councilor Sarvela. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor 

Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Councilor Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion 

carries. 

5. Approve Automba Township 2027 Fire Service Contract $10,440 

A. Motion to accept Automba Township 2027 Fire Service Contract for $10,440 made 

Councilor Mascarenas, seconded by Councilor Kohmetscher. Ayes: Councilor 

Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Councilor Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. 

Nays: none. Motion carries. 

6. Quote from Banyon (Tabled) 

A. $12,000 initial cost, waiting for yearly cost. 

B. Motion to table until May made by Councilor Kohmetscher, seconded by Councilor 

Mascarenas. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Councilor 

Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion carries. 

7. Policy for Personnel Committee and Emergency Authority Policy  

A. The policy allows the Personnel to place employment advertisements and grants the 

mayor emergency powers to act in urgent situations between Council meetings. 

B. Motion to approve Personnel and Emergency Authority Policy made by Councilor 

Kohmetscher, seconded by Councilor Sarvela. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor 

Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Councilor Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion 

carries. 

8. Purchasing cell phone with GPS Tracking and a time clock app for Maintenance Manager 

A. Motion to purchase Galaxy A17 phone and Straight Talk Silver Plan ($45/mo.) made by 

Councilor Mascarenas, seconded by Councilor Lund. Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, 

Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Councilor Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. 

Motion carries. 

B. Need to write policy for using phone and app 



 

6 
 

 

9. Budget for City BBQ 

A. The budget was $500 in previous years but covered both the City BBQ and National 

Night Out. 

B. The BBQ is at City Park, not the ballfield. 

C. Motion for $400 made by Councilor Sarvela, seconded by Councilor Mascarenas. Ayes: 

Councilor Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Councilor Mascarenas, 

Mayor Lucas. Nays: none. Motion carries. 

10. New Hire – recommend hiring Alex Darrington for the Maintenance Manager position with 

a six-month probation. 

A. Motion to approve hiring Alex Darrington for Maintenance Manager position at $20.00 

per hour made by Councilor Mascarenas, seconded by Councilor Lund. Ayes: Councilor 

Kohmetscher, Councilor Sarvela, Councilor Lund, Councilor Mascarenas, Mayor Lucas. 

Nays: none. Motion carries. 

11. Todd Lawrence 

A. The city will remove late fees accessed in February and March 2026. 

 

Mayor Lucas closed the regular meeting at 9:08 pm for a closed Personnel meeting 

Mayor Lucas re-opened the regular meeting at 9:27 pm. 

 

Adjourn: Councilor Kohmetscher moved to adjourn, Mayor Lucas adjourned the meeting at 

9:28 pm. 

 

Next meeting is May 12th, 2026 @ 7:00 PM  

 

 


