CITY OF KETTLE RIVER
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
November 9, 2021

Kettle River City Council meeting was held in the meeting room of City Hall, Tuesday,
November 9, 2021.

Members Present: Mayor David Lucas, Councilor Collier, Councilor Doward, and
Councilor Kohmetscher.

Absent:

Staff Attending: Kathryn Lake, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer, David Isaacson,
Utilities Superintendent, Rob Tschida, Building Inspector

Others attending: Judy Collier, Tina Tollgaard, Marcia Sarvela, Alanea White, Todd
Lawrence, Mark Grave, Pat Lund, Ed Lund, Laura Simi, Thomas Simi

Mayor Lucas called the meeting to order at 7:01pm
The meeting closed at 7:03 to review & discuss property proposals for Parcel 19-140-0037.
The meeting re-opened at 7:21, there was a 5-minute recess and the meeting resumed at 7:26.

There were two proposals received for the blighted property. One from Jamie & Russell
Dobosenski and one from Kevin Peura.

There was a motion made by Councilor Kohmetscher and Seconded by Councilor Collier to
accept Jamie & Russell Dobosenski's proposal to purchase parcel 19-140-0037 for $1700.00
including a $2000.00 deposit.

Ayes: Councilor Collier, Councilor Kohmetscher, and Mayor Lucas

Recused: Councilor Doward

Motion Carries

The Dobosenski’s current plan to use the building as an office and a store after the building is
inspected and repaired/replaced.

There was a motion made by Councilor Collier and seconded by Councilor Kohmetscher to
accept the consent agenda:

1. Minutes of October 12, 2021, regular council meeting and October 19, 2021, resumed
meeting of October 12, 2021 (with two revisions)

2) Claims (6370, 6371, 6373-6376, 6379, 6382, 6383, 6385-6393, =$2999.02)

3) Cash control statement, receipt, and disbursement registers.

Aye: Councilor Collier, Councilor Kohmetscher, Mayor Lucas
No Response: Councilor Doward
Motion Carries

Administrative Department:

-Daily, monthly, weekly duties.

-Put in 25 hours printing and counting emails that are waiting to be picked up.
-Spoke with Wayne Thom, he will not be coming to get the goose.
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-Spoke with the state auditor, they needed one more piece of paper and they said the audit
should be done quickly.

-Kathy has a copy of the easement on the property the city purchased.

-Straight-line Surveyors said they will be here within the next few weeks to complete the
surveys.

-Councilor Collier added: Dave and Councilor Collier added a small piece of property to
make a rectangle out of a city property for sale.

Utilities Department:

e \Water pumped from the water plant from the month of October: 200,300 gallons, the
increase from the previous month was from the flushing of the hydrants.

e The hydrants were flushed, the water quality was good.

e Brush pile will be burned either once there is snow on the ground or sooner if a
variance permit can be obtained.

e Kathy has billed Central Specialties for the electricity used when their trailers were at
the shop.

e Generator update: it is still available, the cost $1250.00, but it is only rated at 416
volts and the well pumps need 480. This can be bumped up by adding three
transformers before we use it. They will get back to Dave with the cost.

e Security cameras at the rest area are working, they will not stream the feed to the
office yet, Kathy is going to have Tom come back in to get this working.

e \Wellhead protection plan: Dave reviewed the information and spoke with Chris
Parthun, contact information and the ownership on the land needs to be changed.
Dock has been pulled out for the winter.

The swings have been taken down for the winter.
Got the meter running for Calen’s new house.
Put up no trespassing signs.

Planning and Zoning were not able to meet without a quorum
Fire department: no report.
Personnel Committee needs to meet to review an application for the city clerk position.

City Council:
e Councilor Collier made a motion and Councilor Kohmetscher seconded to accept
sending the proposed certified taxes assessments to the county for a total of
$11,070.30 for back water and sewer and administrative fees.

Ayes: Councilor Collier, Councilor Kohmetscher, Mayor Lucas
No Response: Councilor Doward
Motion Carries
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e Rob Tschida suggested that the city put a reminder note on the water/sewer bills to
ask if you need a building permit before starting work. The council agrees.

Correspondence:
e A citizen, Laura Simi, shared a signed petition with thirty-three names signed asking
for the resignation of Councilor Doward for not performing her duties, walking out of
meetings, and not attending meetings.

e From a Concerned Citizen:

To whom it may concern:

| have been attending the city council meetings for some time and | am very concerned about
the unethical practices of Council Person Monique Doward. Either she does not understand
proper protocol of conducting a meeting or she refuses to follow these procedures. Her
actions have been very disruptive to the meetings. At one meeting, she spent about 15
minutes because she did not like the title of the city administrator instead of the city clerk,
just because she did not like the term was no reason to get quite vocal about something so
insignificant in the operation of the city or the council. The other point of issue with me is the
fact that she ordered a special audit without the consent of the council. Will this extra expense
be paid for by her or will this be an added expense to the citizens of this city? Her actions
with calling the lawyer about issues instead of bringing them to the council meetings has also
caused the citizens an added expense which the funds could have been used for other city
expenses. At one meeting council member Doward presented the mayor with the list of
agencies in which she had filed claims; however, | do not think any of those claims had been
brought to the council before she filed them with the agencies. I also do not know if any
copies of the claims were presented to the council before they were filed with the agencies. It
is impossible for the council to address these claims if they are not aware of them. Common
courtesy would have been to bring these issues and copies of the charges to the council so
they could be addressed before filing them with an agency. As a citizen of the city, I should
be able to see what these charges are since copies of the letters should be on file with the city
administrator. Another concern that I have is the resignation of Janice Sherman. Why did that
letter of resignation come from Counsellor Doward instead of the city administrator or the
mayor? This seems a bit suspicious to me. Councilor Sherman should have submitted the
letter of resignation in person to the City Administrator or mailed to the City Administrator. It
should not have been given to Councilmen Doward. This is another example of unethical
behaviour of Councilmen Doward. At the meeting on October 12, she did not inform the
Council prior to the meeting that she had to leave to pick up her son. Instead, she left a note
on the table before she walked out with that information. Then after she returned, she walked
out of the meeting which resulted in having to continue the meeting on October 19th. After
all the above and other actions of disrespect for the council and the mayor and even the
Citizens attending the meeting she had on October 19th, the insulting remarks that the
treatment she received is because of her colour. | was highly offended by her comments, and |
feel that her unethical actions and treatments of all these concerns were because of her not
facing the fact that her behaviour was the cause of her treatment.

A concerned citizen, Name withheld because of fear of retaliation from Councilmen Doward.
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e There have been citizen concern forms submitted concerning Councilor Doward.

Robert Tschida: On October 19th, 2021, at the city council meeting Councilor Doward
referred to everyone in the room as a racist. This is offensive to me as | am not a racist.

Kevin Peura: On 10-19-2021 comments about racial issues accusing myself and others at the
meeting of being racist towards her. This statement is inaccurate.

Dave Issacson: On 10-19-2021, during the continuation of the city council meeting myself
and all the people attending the meeting were accused of being racist towards Councilor
Doward, | took offense to that untrue statement.

Kathy Lake: | have taken offense to the statement from councilmember Doward that the only
reason that this is like this is because | am black. I do not appreciate her accusing myself or
others attending the meeting of being racist.

Councilor Guy Collier: The whole city staff or most and as she put it, that all city councilors
are having problems because she is black. This is no means true to me, why she feels this way
is wrong to us.

Jerry Peterson: October 19, 2021, | took offense to a councillor accusing staff and council
members of being racists as well as citizens.

Marcia Sarvela: Inappropriate behaviour of a certain council member, Councilor Doward
Doward. Councilor Doward's attitude at the meeting and her actions of leaving a meeting
stating | am done is very childish and like a the childish temper-tantrum. This is an insult to
all attending the meeting.

Dave Lucas: On October 19, 2021, council meeting. I did not appreciate the insinuation that |
or all the other people in the room do not like councilor Doward because she is black. It was
inappropriate and offensive to me.

Councilor Kohmetscher stated that she was also terribly upset by the racial accusations at the
previous meeting.

New Business:

Councilor Kohmetscher made a motion, Councilor Doward seconded, to accept Resolution
2021-14, regarding Janice Sherman's resignation and the council vacancy.

Aye: Councilor Collier, Councilor Kohmetscher, Mayor Lucas, and Councilor Doward
Motion Carries

Old Business:
e Councilor Collier made a motion to accept the proposed changes to Ordinance 95,
including that all garage sale items be put away (not tarped or covered) at the
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conclusion of the garage sale, they are also removing the maximum number of garage
sales.

Ayes: Councilor Kohmetscher, Mayor Lucas, Councilor Collier

No Response: Councilor Doward

Motion Carries

City Webpage: There is an initial cost to building a new webpage. After the initial cost it is
not expensive to keep the page up. This will be researched further.

e Motion made by Councilor Collier and seconded by Councilor Kohmetscher to
adjourn the meeting at 8:03 p.m.

The next City Council meeting will be held Tuesday, December 14, 2021, at 7 p.m. at the
City Hall.

Submitted by,

Kathryn Lake City Administrator/Clerk/Treasurer



